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Greater  Boston 
Black  Students 

Form  Media  Group 

Approximately  20  Black  students  from  several 
Massachusetts  colleges  met  one  Friday  evening  last  February 
at  Northeastern's  African-American  Institute  to  hammer  out 
ways  to  develop  better  communication  among  Black 
students  in  the  greater  Boston  area. 

When  the  three-hour  meeting  ended  the  students  had 
developed  an  organization  called  The  Black  Students  Mass 
Media  Alliance  (B.S.M.M.A.) 

The  B.S.M.M.A.  set  as  one  of  the  major  goals,  the 
dissemination  of  news  items  of  special  interest  to  Black 
students  and  Black  community  residents. 

An  "Information  Clearing  House"  was  established  in  the 
office  of  The  Onyx  (NU's  Black  student  newspaper)  and  is 
currently  being  manned  by  Dorcus  Shriro,  a  senior  english 
major  at  Simmons  College  and  other  Black  students. 

The  Clearing  House,  which  operates  Mon.  through  Fri. 
from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  will  be  largely  concerned  with 
compiling  news  items  which  will  then  be  turned  over  to  B. 
M.S.M.A.  Corresponding  Secretary,  Hassan  Adeeb  75ED, 
who  in  turn  will  be  responsible  for  sending  the  information 
out  to  all  of  the  Black  student  newspapers,  newsletters  and 
radio  shows  represented  in  the  B.S.M.M.A. 

Although  the  Clearing  House  is  university  based,  residents 
of  the  surrounding  Black  community  will  also  be  able  to 
phone  in  news  items. 

"It's  important  that  we  keep  a  close  tie  with  the  com- 
munity folk,"  said  Bobby  Edney,  who  hosts  the  Black  Ex- 
perience radio  show  at  Emerson  College. 

Ron  Roots,  Program  Director  for  Northeastern's  WRBB 
agreed.  "80  percent  of  the  record  requests  that  are  called 
into  Soul's  Place  come  from  the  Black  community,"  he  said. 

Ted  Thomas  74LA,  Ediior-In-Chief  of  The  Onxy  and  Vice 
Chairman  of  B.S.M.M.A.,  said:  'The  Clearing  House  will 
hopefully  develop  to  the  stage  where  a  person  with  in- 
formation that  he  wants  to  reach  the  broadest  possible  Black 
student  audience  in  Boston  can,  by  calling  the  Clearing 
House,  be  sure  that  the  information  will  get  out." 

The  Clearing  House  is  only  one  of  several  goals  that 
B.S.M.M.A.  has  set  for  itself.  Other  goals  include: 

— conducting  workshops  in  various  areas  of  the  media. 

— helping  to  establish  Black  student  newspapers  on 
college  campuses  that  have  none. 

— Building  a  "working"  relationship  between  Black 
students  involved  in  the  media  and  Black  professional  media 
persons. 

"I  think  the  Alliance  will  work,"  said  Ileen  Dotson  74  LA, 
Associate  Editor  and  Ad  Manager  of  the  Onyx  and  Chairman 
of  the  B.S.M.M.A.,  "but  it  will  take  lots  of  hard  work  and 
cooperation  by  all  concerned." 

Members  of  the  B.S.M.M.A.  are  currently  working  on  an 
all-day  Black  Communications  symposium  scheduled  for 
early  May. 

At  the  Symposium  Black  professional  media  persons, 
along  with  Black  students,  will  be  conducting  various 
workshops  dealing  with  the  media,  problems  that  Black 
professionals  and  students  face. 

The  workshops,  however,  will  also  deal  with  the  practical 
parts  of  the  media  such  as  advertising,  broadcasting, 
photography,  establishing  student-run  newspapers,  and 
coverage  of  current  political  events. 

Members  of  the  Massachusetts  Black  Caucus  will  also 
participate  in  the  symposium  which  hopefully  would  not  only 
prepare  Black  media  persons  to  solve  their  own  problems  but 
establish  the  B.S.M.M.A.  as  a  functional  organization. 
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Suit  filed 
in  behalf 
of  Native 
Americans 

The  Department  of  Justice 
filed  a  civil  suit  and  a  co:  ..it 
decree  March  22  requiring  a 
city  hospital  in  Oklahoma  to 
provide  emergency  treatment 
for  American  Indians. 

Attorney  General  William 
B.  Saxbe  said  the  suit  and 
decree  resolving  the  issues  of 
racially  discriminatory 
Ireutment  were  filed  in  U.S. 
District  Court  in  Oklahoma 
City. 

The  suit  charged  that  of- 
f i c  i .» ! «  and  staff  of  tb«* 
Anadarko  Municipal  Hospital 
have  systematically 
discriminated  against  Indians 
by  refusing  to  treat  them  in 
the  emergency  room  on  an 
equal  basis  with  non-Indian 
patients. 

Assistant  Attorney  General 
J.  Stanley  Pottinger,  head  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Division,  said 
the  suit  was  the  first  filed  by 
the     Justice  Department 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


FROM  THE  DESK  OF  DEAN  RICKS 

The  Afro-American  Institute  Staff  members  are  proud  of 
the  Black  students  who  have  survived  the  four  or  five  years  at 
Northeastern  and  are  now  preparing  to  graduate  this  June. 

As  a  gesture  of  our  immense  satisfaction  at  this  ac- 
complishment we  (the  Staff  of  the  Institute)  have  planned  a 
luncheon  to  be  held  at  the  Afro-Institute,  40  Leon  St.,  on 
Thurs.  April  I8ih.  At  the  luncheon,  which  will  begin 
promptly  at  12  noon  and  is  free  of  charge,  Northeastern's 
Black  seniors  will  be  afforded  the  opportunity  to  plan  a 
! II  \CK  SENIOR  EVENT. 

I  here  have  already  been  several  suggestions  of  possible 
activities  including  a  boat  ride,  a  dance  and  an  outing. 

However,  it  is  important  that  tiiere  is  a  general  agrew-^cnl 
among  Black  seniors  before  the  Institute  Stall  moves  io 
finalize  any  activity. 

On  behalf  of  the  Institute  Staff  I  wish  the  best  of  luck  to  ail 
Black  seniors  in  your  final  quarter  here  at  NU. 

As  a  final  word  of  advice,  check  your  graduation  status; 
don't  wail  until  June! 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  job  placement  or 
graduate  school,  come  over  to  the  Institute  as  soon  as 
possible  and  let  us  help  you  out. 

Again,  the  Institute  Staff  wishes  you  the  best  of  luck. 

In  Brotherhood 
Dean  Gregory  T.  Ricks 


Beth  Rhodes  Speaks 


REMEMBER 
TO  GIVE 
TO  THE  STARVING 
IN  WEST  AFRICA 


by  Tina  Scott 
Onyx  Staff 

/  /%/  quarter  Beth  Rhodes,  u 
iunior  nursing  mujor.  became 
\nriltoiislern  !i  I'  inter  '  arnival 
Queen  after  the  basted  three 
(inub'siM  for  the  title.  Onyx  reporter 
Vina  s>  "ii  looked  »/»  Beth  and 
talked  with  her  about  the  event- 
Beth  Rhodes,  75  nursing,  a 
resident  of  Stetson  East  is 
Northeastern's  new  Winter 
Carnival  Queen. 

According  to  Beth,  the 
screening  process  for  the 
selection  of  candidates  for  the 
title  has  very  selective.  "Each 
of  the  contestants  was 
required  to  fill  out  an  ap- 
plication and  be  interviewed 
by  ten  judges,  two  at  a  time 
for  five  minutes  each,  she 
said.  Of  the  six  contestants 
who  applied  five  showed  up 
for  the  interview  and  two  were 
eliminated  leaving  three 
finalists.  We  were  judged  on 
personality,  poise,  intelligence 
and  school  activities  using  the 
point  system,"  she  added. 

"Before  the  election  we  (the 
three  contestants)  presented 

(Continued  on  Page  S) 


BETH  RHODES  (A  Harold  Hunte  Phoio) 
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NEWS  NOTES 


The  Afro-American  Studies  Library  has  recently  received 
several  shipments  of  new  books.  The  titles  cover  medicine 
and  non-fiction.  The  library  also  has  books  that  cover  fiction, 
history,  and  the  arts.  You  may  stop  in  and  browse  on  Mon. 
through  Thurs.,  from  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  Friday  from  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  and  Sat.  from  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  The  library  is  located  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  Afro-Institute,  40  Leon  St. 


*  »  *  * 

The  Universal  Christian  Association  for  the  Improvement  of 
Black  People,  Inc.,  and  The  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Afro- 
American  Center  of  Boston  University  is  presenting  Dick 
Gregory  as  guest  speaker  at  a  World  Youth  Forum,  Sat., 
April  20th. 

Gregory,  who  is  scheduled  to  appear  at  3  p.m.  at  the 
George  Sherman  Union,  775  Commonwealth  Ave.,  will  wrap 
up  the  two-day  forum  that  will  include  several  panel 
discussions,  a  concert  and  dinner.  Tickets  are  $4.50  for 
adults  and  $1  for  students.  They  may  be  purchased  at  BU's 
Afro-American  Center  and  NortheastenTs  Afro-American 
Institute.  For  further  information  call  353-3791,  244-6494.  or 
969-9931. 

*  *  *  • 


The  Myth  of  American  Democracy  is  the  title  of  a  Young 
Socialist  Symposium  sponsored  by  MIT's  Young  Socialist 
Alliance.  On  Friday,  April  19th,  Watergate  and  Black 
America  will  be  the  topic  of  discussion.  On  Sat.,  April  20th, 
The  Politics  Of  Oil  and  Reform  And  Revolution  Through 
History  are  the  topics  of  discussions.  A  banquet  and  rally  is 
also  scheduled  for  Sat.  For  more  information  call  482-8051. 

•  •  •  * 

The  College  Democrats  of  Massachusetts  will  host  a  Political 
Caucus  on/Sat.,  April  27th  to  nominate  one  candidate  for 
governor  and  one  for  Attorney  General.  The  caucus  will 
serve  to  focus  on  the  concerns  of  the  student  populace  on 
issues  that  are  of  immediate  effect  to  students  such  as  the 
college  tuition  problem  and  state  support  of  education  for 
both  state  and  private  schools. 

The  caucus  will  be  held  at  Faneuil  Hall  behind  Government 
Centir,  from  9  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  It  is  open  to  any  Mass. 
resident,  18  years  of  age  or  older,  eligible  to  vote  in  the  Sept. 
primary.  The  pre-registration  fee  is  $1  for  students  and  $2  for 
citizens.  There  will  be  an  additional  $1  fee  at  the  door  the 
day  of  the  caucus. 

For  more  information  please  contact  Glenn  Trindale  at  153 
Hemenway  St.,  or  Bob  Awkward  at  152  Ell  Center  437-2654. 

*  *  «  * 

There  will  be  a  Poetry  Reading  by  Poetess  Che'-Echols 
Hairston  on  April  10th  at  7:30  p.m.  at  Wheaton  College  in 
Norton,  Ma.  Sister  Che'-Echols  will  also  be  conducting  a 
Poetry  Workshop  on  April  20th  from  1  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  at 
Wheaten.  For  additional  information  please  call  738-2280. 


"STAC  O,  Inc." 

(Students'  Typing  Associates  Company,  Inc.) 


Term  Papers 
Thesis  Etc. 


IBM  Modern 
Face  Type 

Reasonable  Rates 

NOTARY  PUBLIC  PUBLIC  STENOGRAPHERS 


TELEPHONE:  282-4249 
AFTER  6  P.  M. 


Ron  Gunn  (right)  and  two  unidentified  students  listen  as 
Counsel  affairs  are  discussed  (A  Harold  Hunte  Photo) 


CJ  Students 
Organize  Counsel 


by  Ted  Thomas 
Onyx  Staff 

Students  enrolled  in 
Northeastern's  College  of 
Criminal  Justice  will  now  have 
a  greater  voice  in  the  affairs  of 
that  college,  according  to 
Ronel  Gunn,  76  CJ,  because  of 
the  newly  organized  Student's 
of  Criminal  Justice  Advisory 
Counsel. 

Although  the  Counsel 
members  are  busy  establishing 
workshops  that  will  focus  on 
faculty  selection,  Co-op  job 
opportunities,  curriculum 
development,  and  admissions, 
the  main  puroose  of  the 
Counsel,  Gunn  said,  "is  to  be  a 
feedback  mechanism  from  CJ 
students  to  the  faculty 
members." 

Essentially  "The  Counsel 
will  be  an  information  filter," 
continued  Gunn,  who  is  the 
counsel's  Vice  President.  The 
Counsel's  expressed  purpose, 
as  outlined  in  its  bylines  is: 

--  To  inform  the  students  of 
the  College  of  Criminal  Justice 
on  matters  within  the  College 
of  Criminal  Justice. 

-  To  provide  basic  in- 
formation about  what 
academic  courses  are 
recommended  for  one's  field 
within  the  criminal  justice 
system. 

-  To  be  a  communication 
media  between  the  student 
body  and  faculty  of  the 
College  of  Criminal  Justice. 

--  To  work  to  improve  the 
self-image  of  the  College  of 
Criminal  Justice. 

Last  January  31,  the 
Counsel's  Executive  Board 
called  a  mass  meeting  of  CJ 
students  to  inform  them  of  the 
Counsel's  intentions  and  to 
elicit  student  support. 

More  than  90  students 
showed  up  and  according  to 
Michelle  Parfield,  77  CJ,  who 
is  the  Counsel's  Recording 
Secretary,  "from  the  meeting 
and  turnout  I  think  it  (the 
Counsel)  will  really  be  suc- 
cessful." 

Gunn,  however.  was 
disappointed  with  the  ap- 
parent lack  of  interest  in  the 
counsel  by  Black  CJ  students. 
Gunn  stressed  the  importance 
of  Black  students  becoming 
involved  in  the  Counsel's 
various  committees.  "It  is 
important  that  more  Black's 
are  involved  in  the  Counsel's 
committees,"  he  said. 

"Black  students  are  the  ones 
who  have  to  make  the  changes 
in  the  system,"  added  Rosann 
Durrah.  76  CJ,  the  Counsel's 
President,  "and  to  make 
changes  you  must  be  aware  of 
other  things  outside  of  books." 

Ms.  Durrah  believes  that 
the  activities  that  the  Counsel 
plans  to  sponsor  will  also  help 


Black  students  prepare  for 
future  employment. 

"At  seminars  and 
workshops  you  can  find  out 
what  law  enforcement 
agencies  want  from  their 
employees,"  she  said. 

Gunn  and  Ms.  Durrah 
worked  out  the  eary  details  of 
the  Counsel,  however  the 
original  idea  came  from 
Assistant  Dean  of  Criminal 
Justice,  Robert  Croatti,  who  is 
now  serving  as  the  Counsel's 
advisor. 

By  last  November  Gunn  and 
Ms.  Durrah  were  joined  by 
other  CJ  students  interested  in 
the  Counsel  and  an  Executive 
Board  was  formed.  Aside  from 
Gunn,  Ms.  Durrah  and  Ms. 
Parfitt,  the  board  members 
include:  Martha  Rinker,  77CJ. 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
John  A.  Leaston,  74  CJ, 
Treasurer;  Yvette 
Washington,  77  CJ,  and  Kris 
Wood,  77  CG,  Coordinators. 

The  Counsel  is  not  without 
its  worries  and  one  particular 
concern  is  funds.  "We  hope  to 
be  funded  by  the  school  to 
cover  costs  such  as  mailing 
and  postage,"  said  Ms.  Rinker. 

Because  of  the  Counsel's 
attempts  to  be  funded,  Ms. 
Rinker  believes  that  it  is  safer 
for  the  Counsel  to  remain 
outside  of  politcal  issues.  Said 
Martha:  "Because  we  hope  to 
get  funds  from  the  school  we 
can't  be  too  political,  or 
someone  up  top  will  cut  off 
the  funds." 

Although  the  Counsel's 
Executive  Board  is  made  up  of 
women  and  Blacks,  Ms. 
Rinker  admits  that  there  may 
exist  in  the  College  of  CJ 
"special  problems"  thai  affect 
women  and  Blacks. 

There  will  be  committees 
established  to  handle  special 
problems,"  she  added. 

Some  long-range  goals  of 
the  Counsel  include 
publishing  a  by-monthly 
newsletter  and  a  CJ  handbook. 
Building  up  a  communications 
network  among  greater 
Boston's  CJ  students  is  yet 
another  goal.  "So  far  we've 
contacted  Harvard's  Dept.  of 
CJ,  Suffolk  University's 
College  of  CJ  and  Boston  State 
College's  Dept.  of  Criminal 
Justice,"  Ms.  Durrah  said. 

With  a  total  student 
enrollment  of  1500  students, 
making  it  the  largest  major 
college  in  the  university, 
Counsel  members  believe  that 
there  is  a  need  for  greater 
student  participation.  "We 
need  people,"  Ms.  Parfitt  said. 

Ms.  Rinker  agreed  but 
added  "I  think  its  going  to 
work." 


SUIT, 
coiTt.  from  pg.  1 

against  a  public  hospital  and 
the  first  charging  a  public 
facility  with  discrimination 
against  Indians. 

The  suit  also  charged  that 
Indians  have  also  been 
discouraged  from  seeking 
emergency  treatment  at 
Anadarko  Hospital. 

Anadarko,  which  is  situated 
70  miles  southwest  of 
Oklahoma  City,  had  a 
population  in  1970  of  6,682  of 
which  21  per  cent  was  Indian. 

While  denying  any  violation 
Of  (he  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964, 
the  city,  hospital  trustees,  and 
the  public  works  authority 
signed  the  consent  decree 
permanently  enjoining  them 
from  refusing  to  provide 
medical  treatment  to  any 
person  because  of  race,  color, 
religion,  or  national  origin. 

The  decree  also  prohibits 
discrimination  in  the  terms, 
conditions,  or  provision  of 
hospital  services; 
discriminatory  statements; 
and  misrepresentation  that 
emergency  room  or  other 
hospital  services  are  not 
available. 

In  addition,  the  defendants 
are  required  to  adopt  an 
affirmative  program  to  insure 
that  all  hospital  services  are 
made  available  to  Indians  on 
an  equal  basis  with  non- 
Indians.  This  program  in- 
cludes: 

-  Written  objective  stan- 
dards for  receiving,  treating, 
and  referring  all  patients  and 
for  emergency  room  treat- 
ment. 

-  Notification  of  all  hospital 
employees,  medical  staff,  and 
doctors  who  have  other 
privileges  at  the  hospital  of  the 
non-discriminatory  policy  and 
of  disciplinary  actions  that 
may  be  taken  for  violation. 

-  Notification  of  12  Indian 
organizations  of  the  non- 
discriminatory policy. 

--  Posting  notices  in 
prominent  areas  of  the 
hospital  stating  in  inch-high 
letters:  'This  Hospital  Does 
Not  Discriminate  Against  Any 
Person  Because  of  Race  or 
Color." 

-  Publishing  two-column 
advertisements  in  a  daily 
newspaper  over  a  three-month 
period  stating:  "It  Is  the  Policy 
of  the  Anadarko  Municipal 
Hospital  that  Emergency 
Room  Treatment  Will  Be 
Afforded  to  American  Indians 
on  the  Same  Basis  and  Under 
the  Same  Circumstances  as 
Such  Treatment  Is  Afforded 
to  and  Received  by  All  Other 
Members  of  the  General 
Public.  All  Persons  Will  Be 
Treated  on  an  Equal  Basis 
Without  Regard  to  Race  or 
Color,  under  the  Provisions  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964." 


The  United  Community 
Construction  Workers  has 
opened  a  Coffee  House  for  all 
Third  World  Students. 

The  Coffee  House,  which  is 
located  at  434  Blue  Hill  Ave., 
Roxbury,  includes  a  music 
room,  pool  table,  card  table 
and  Kitchen,  in  addition  to 
workshops  where  thoughts, 
ideas  and  political  aspirations 
can  be  discussed.  Other  ac- 
tivities include  poetry  reading 
and  other  expressions  of 
creative  talent.  Beer  will  be 
served  for  .50c. 
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Spotlight:  The  Moultries 


THE  MOULTRIES,  Henry,  DyAnne  and  Little  Sherrl 
Dv Anne  pose  for  photographer.  (A  Harold  Hunte  Photo) 


by  Ileen  Dotson 
Onyx  Staff 

New  to  the  university's 
residential  segment  this  year  is 
DyAnne  Moultrie,  a  dynamic 
residence  director  at  Speare 
Hall.  Wife,  mother,  Imani 
Choir  co-advisor.  Sunday 
school  teacher  and  former 
social  worker  are  only  some  of 
the  litles  by  which  one  might 
know  her. 

Between  her  residence 
Junes  and  other  activities, 
Mrs.  Moultrie  finds  time  to 
attend  classes  as  she  is 
studying  here  for  a  Master's 
degree  in  education  in  college 
counselling  and  student 
personnel.  Before  joining  the 
residence  staff  at  Spare  Hall, 
Mrs.  Moultrie  was  a  child 
welfare  worker  in  adoption  in 
Richmond,  Va. 

As  a  residence  director, 
Mrs.  Moultrie's  job  basically  is 
to  "maintain  an  atmosphere 
within  the  hall  that  is  com- 
fortable for  those  who  live 
here  (Speare  Hall)  and 
conducive  to  learning,"  she 
explained.  She  aslo  assists 
students  with  adjustment 
problems  like  homesickness 
and  getting  used  to  com- 
munity living  as  well  as 
academic  and  social 
problems.  She  enjoys  her 
work  because  it  combines  two 
elements  she  likes:  the 
university  setting  and  people. 

As  dynamic  and  as  warm 
and  friendly  as  his  soft-spoken 
wife  is  Henry  Moultrie,  known 
to  many  as  the  "housefather" 
of  Speare  Hall.  Also  a  student, 
Mr.  Moultrie  is  currently 
studying  for  a  Master's  degree 
in  business  administration  at 
Boston  University. 

Both  of  the  Moultries  plan 
to  enter  college  ad- 
ministration when  they 
complete  their  studies. 
DyAnne  plans  to  enter 
guidance  and  counselling  and 
Henry  plans  a  career  in 
contract  administration.  He 
explained  that  universities  are 
often  "taken  for  a  ride"  or 
"ripped  off"  in  the  service 
areas  of  maintenance  because 
the  people  at  the  top  have 
little  background  in 
engineering  and  related  fields. 


Both  are  graduates  of  North 
Carolina  A  &  T  State 
University  in  Greensboro, 
N.C.  He  received  his  degree  in 
electrical  engineering,  and  she 
studied  sociology. 

Mr.  Moultrie  is  a  former 
Vietnam  veteran  and  Air 
Force  captain.  He  spent  four 
years  in  R.O.T.C. 

University  life,  according  to 
the  Moultries.  hasn't  changed 
that  much  since  they  were  in 
college. 

"We  were  in  the  middle  of 
the  civil  rights  struggle," 
DyAnne  explained.  "Students 
were  very  involved  in 
boycotts,  demonstrations,  and 
things  like  that."  Both  she  and 
her  husband  were  active 
participants  in  that 
movement. 

On  another  note,  Henry 
Moultrie  said  that  students 
are  still  involved  in  fraternities 
and  sororities.  He  was  a 
member  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi 
and  his  wife  pledged  Delta 
Sigma  Theata. 

A  few  years  ago,  something 
overcame  Henry  Moultrie  and 
he  felt  the  urge  "to  preach  the 
gospel."  Thus,  he  is  Minister 
Moultrie  to  the  congregation 
at  the  Triumph  Way  of  Cross 
Church  of  Christ  of  the 
Apostolic  Faith,  Inc.  in 
Dorchester. 

Following  his  graduation 
from  Boston  University, 
Minister  Moultrie  hopes  to 
enter  the  Harvard  School  of 
Theology. 

"I  didn't  know  what  I  really 
got  out  of  life  until  I  joined 
the  ministry,"  he  said.  "1  hope 
to  pastor  a  church  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country 
someday." 

The  Moultries  came  to 
Boston  in  June  of  1972  when 
Minister  Moultrie  accepted  a 
job  as  an  electrical  engineer 
for  the  Poloroid  Corp.  where 
he  is  also  working  part-time. 
They  are  actively  involved  in 
their  church  and  church 
activities. 

The  other  member  of  the 
Moultrie  family.  4-year-old 
Sherri  DyAnne,  is  a 
precocious  youngster.  Those 
who  know  her  describe  her  as 
"  very  smart  and  very  quick  to 
learn."  She  likes  to  read,  make 
jewelry,  and  can   be  found 


figuring  out  mathematical 
problems  on  her  father's 
calculator.  But  like  other 
youngsters  her  age,  she  gets 
into  mischief  occasionally  and 
likes  to  dress  up  and  play 
house. 

Mrs.  Moultrie's  sister, 
wriier-poetess  Cheryl  Hair- 
ston.  is  head  residence 
director  at  Simmons  College. 

Mrs.  Moultrie  joins  Pat 
Ricks  as  the  second  Black 
residence  director  at  Speare 
Hall.  Other  Black  directors 
on  the  campus  at  the  female 
dormitories  are  Erma 
Buckley.  %  the  Fenway,  and 
Mrs.  Vonnie  Hunter.  Stetson 
East. 

\()TE:  I. imk  for  inure  nn 
residence  dirct mrs  and  dormitory 
urtivities  in  future  u»ue»  <>f  The 
Onyx. 

*  *  * 

Hallelujah!  The  Imani 
Choir  has  been  revived  under 
the  advisory  of  Henry  and 
DyAnne  -  Moultrie.  Mrs. 
Moultrie  is  a  residence 
director  ot  Speare  Hall.  Her 
husband,  Henry,  is  a  minister 
at  the  Triumph  Way  of  the 
Cross  Church  of  Christ,  of  the 
Apostolic  Faith,  Inc.  on 
Harvard  Street  in  Dorchester. 

Along  with  Gertrude 
McCormick,  LA  75,  president 
of  the  Imani  Choir  before  it 
disbanded  last  spring,  and 
Lester  Young,  a  former 
member  of  the  choir,  the 
Moultries  reorganized  and 
reshaped  the  directions  of  the 
choir. 

"We've  come  together  with 
one  objective,  and  that  is  to 
sing  songs  of  praise  unto 
God,"  Minister  Moultrie  said 
at  the  first  meeting  two  weeks 
ago  which  drew  nearly  20 
people,  the  total  number  of 
last  year's  choir.  More  people 
are  expected  to  join. 

"We  would  like  this  to  be  a 
successful  venture,"  Minister 
Moultrie  said.  We  want  to 
get  together  and  have  a  good 
lime." 

Unlike  the  previous  choir, 
the  group  will  now  dress  alike 
at  public  performances. 
Women  will  wear  floor-length 
black  skirls,  yellow  blouses, 
dark  shoes  and  galeas  or  lace 
covering  their  heads.  Men  will 
wear  black  pants,  yellow 
shirts,  black  bow  ties,  and 
dark  shoes. 

Sewing  commitee  chairman 
Arlene  Stewart,  77  ED,  and 
committee  members  Ceola 
Shelton,  74  LA,  and  Gwen 
Price,  75  LA,  will  select 
patterns  and  material  and  will 
make  most  of  the  attire. 

At  present  there  is  no 
director  of  the  choir,  Mrs. 
Moultrie  .  noted.  She  said  a 
student  could  be  trained  to 
direct  if  necessary.  The  choir 
readily  found  a  piano  and 
organ  player  and  a  guitarist 
and  is  looking  for  more  people 
who  play  instruments. 
Drummers  are  particularly 
needed. 

The  choir  meets  promptly 
al  7  p.m.  every  Thursday  in 
the  Speare  Hall  East  Lounge. 
More  voices,  especially  male 
voices,  are  needed  in  the 
choir.  All  Black  students  are 
invited  lo  check  oul  the  group 
any  Thursday  or  contact  the 
Moultries  al  Speare  Hall. 

Ileen  Dolson 


Wednesday,  April  17  —  Economics  &  Topography 

1:30  p.m.  Presentation:  Chokwe  Lumumba.  Discussion  - 
Panelists:  Leo  Fletcher,  Julian  Ellison,  Moderator:  Chuck 
Turner. 

3:00  p.m.  Workshops:  I.  Political  Organization  of  Black 
Labor.  Moderator:  Leo  Fletcher.  II.  Organizing  Around  Pan- 
African  Economic  Unity.  Moderator:  Julian  Ellison.  III. 
Organizing  for  Economic  Autonomy  in  the  U.S.  Moderator: 
S.E.  Anderson.  African-American  Cultural  Center 

Wednesday,  April  17  —  Education 

Workshops 

10:00  a.m.  I.  The  responsibility  of  the  Black  Student. 
Presentation:  Nelson  Johnson,  Discussion  -  Panelists: 
Imani  Kazani,  Leroy  Ambers,  Jerry  Janey,  Greg  Ricks. 
Moderator:  Mangulisi. 

1:30  p.m.  II.  Independent  Black  Educational  Institutions. 
Presentation:  Jitu  Weusi.  Discussion-Panelists:  Fred 
Mangrum,  Sister  Sylvia  *  ,  Charles  Janey.  Moderator:  Cliff 
Janey 

7:00  p.m.  III.  Black  Studies:  A  Re-Examination  Presen- 
tation: Nathan  Hare.  Discussion  -  Panelists:  Ramona  Edelin, 
Chester  Davis.  George  Cox,  Cliff  Janey.  Moderator:  Mike 
Thelwell.  Lounge,  Curtis  Hall. 

Thursday,  April  18  —  Politics  and  Law 

10:00  a.m.  Film:  "Attica"* 

2:00  p.m.  Presentations  -  I.  Political  Prisoners,  Imari 
Obadele.  II.  Independent  Black  Political  Movements, 
Muhammed  Ahmed.  III.  The  Law:  Tool  for  Black  or 
Liberation.  Judge  Bruce  Wright.  Presiding:  Prof.  Robert 
Wright,  Dr.  Robert  Wintersmith.  IV.  Report:  National  Black 
Political  Convention,  Chimurenga. 

7:00  p.m.  Presentation.  Black  Electoral  Politics  and 
Politicians.  State  Representative  Mel  King.  Presiding:  Jeff 
Tucker. 

8:00  p.m.  Workshops.  I.  Black  Political  Movement: 
Tactics  and  Strategies.  Moderator:  Jemadari.  II.  Black 
Prisoners.  Moderator:  Margaret  Bumham.  Lounge,  Curtis 
Hall. 

Friday,  April  19  —  Arts  and  Communications 

10:00  a.m.  Presentations:  Sonia  Sanchez,  *  .  Murray  De 
Pillars.  Presiding:  T.J.  Anderson.  Workshops 

1:00  p.m.  I.  Poetry  and  Literature,  Curtis  Hall.  Par- 
ticipants: Chinua  Achele,  Willie  Kositsile,  Sonia  Sanchez. 
Moderator:  Askia  Muhammed  Toure. 

II.  Graphic  Arts,  African  American  Center.  Participants: 
Stephanie  Weaver,  Musa  Eubanks,  Harry  Emerson,  Jamaya 
Majied.  Moderator:  Murray  De  Pillars.  III.  Journalism 
(Curtis  Hall).  Participants:  Cappy  Pinderhughes,  Allison 
Davis.  William  Worthy.  Moderator:  Cappy  Penderhughes. 

3:30  p.m.  Radio,  Television,  Cable  Television,  Crane  Hall. 
Participants:  Al  Williams,  Sara  Ann  Shaw*.  Tanya  Hart. 
Dasal  Banks,  Maurice  Lewis,  Ngoima,  Topper  Carew  *  , 
Moderator:  Lovell  Dyatt. 

7:30  p.m.  Music.  Participants:  Cappy  Penderhughes, 
Ronald  Ingraham  Concert  Choir*.  Webster  Lewis", 
Moderator:  Max  Roach. 

Saturday,  April  20  —  The  Family 

9:30  a.m.  Film:  "Nothing  But  A  Man" 

10:30a.m.  Presentation:  Queen  Mother  Moore.  Presiding: 
Pamela  C.  Foster 

1 1:00  a.m.  Discussion  -  Panelists  Dr.  William  McLaurin  *  , 
Shirley  Carrington  *  ,  Leroy  Ambers,  A  Parent.  Moderator: 
Joyce  Ladner 

Sunday,  April  21  —  Spirituality 

11:00  a.m.  Church  Services  (Off  Campus) 
2:00  p.m.  Temple  Services  (Off  Campus) 
7:00    p.m.    Presentation:    Madrina  African-American 
Cultural  Center. 

•Unconfirmed  as  of  printing. 


Norlheaslern's  Black  American  Law  Sludenl  Association 
recently  had  elections  for  positions  on  it's  Executive  Board 
for  the  1974-1975  academic  year.  The  new  Board  members 

are: 

CHAIRWOMAN  —  Victoria  Roberts 
VICE-CHAIRMAN  —  Leonard  Jackson 
CORRESPONDENCE  SECRETARY  —  Devlin  Benjamin 
RECORDING  SECRETARY  —  Elvita  Martin 
The  new  Board  members  will  assume  their  positions  on 
May  I,  1974. 

As  past  Chairman  of  Northeastern's  BALSA  chapter,  I 
wish  lo  extend  lo  the  new  Board  members  a  most  successful 
and  productive  year.  In  addition,  I  urge  all  persons  interested 
in  Norlheaslern's  School  of  Law  lo  become  acquainted  with 
these  individuals. 

Joseph  Feaster 
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Karen  Slanlon  would  like  lo 
thank  all  of  the  wonderful 
sisters  and  brothers  al  North- 
eastern University  who  were 
so  thoughtful  at  her  time  of 
sorrow. 


Page  4,  THE  ONYX 

THE  MODEL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
of  the  Man  Experimental  School  System 
NEEDS  PART-TIME  INSTRUCTORS 
in  a  variety  of  subject  areas  Including: 
Math,  Social  Sciences,  Language  Arts,  Secretarial  Skills, 
Sciences,  Business  Skills,  Creative  Arts,  Sports,  Skilled 
Trades  and  many  others. 

Monetary  and  Time  Arrangements  Subject  to  Contract 
Negotiation.  (General  range  of  83-$5-hr.-student). 

Contact: 
Roberta  Logan 
Claude  Weather 
or  Stewart  Thomas 
at  825-2410 


ANNOUNCING  TWO  SPECIAL  OFFERINGS  FROM 
THE  DEPT.  OF  AFRO-AMERICAN  STUDIES 

SPRING  QUARTER 

A  Black  Poetry  Workshop  will  be  conducted  by  nationally 
known  poet  Arthur  Pfister.  His  poetry  is  described  as  replete 
with  lively  rhythms  and  marvelous  humor,  unmistakeably 
original,  with  great  dramatic  impact,  eloquent  and  inspired, 
characterized  by  a  driving  force  and  by  a  sense  of  deep 
commitment  to  the  struggle  of  the  black  community.  His 
teaching  is  profound,  transmitting  the  awesome  importance 
of  poetry  as  a  means  of  communication  among  people  in 
these  troubled  days.  A  generous  and  gifted  young  artist,  our 
personal  recommendation  of  him  comes  from  NIKKI 
GIOVANNI.  This  workshop  meets  on  Wednesdays,  from 
5:00  —  8:00  p.m. 

JAZZ  APPRECIATION  will  be  taught  by  Glen  Barbour. 
This  seminar  will  include  lectures  and  demonstrations, 
covering  topics  ranging  from  the  Work  Song,  The  Blues,  the 
Spiritual,  Ragtime,  Ryhthm  and  Blues  and  the  Avantgarde 
era.  Geared  in  the  jazz  idiom,  the  course  will  explain  the 
development  of  this  art  form  from  other  black  music  forms, 
and  the  only  indigenous  American  music  will  be  explored 
through  its  roots,  its  technique  and  its  soul. 

JAZZ  APPRECIATION  will  be  offered  on  Thursdays  from 
6:30  —  9:00  p.m. 


*  There  is  stOJ  room  for  you  to  participate,  the 
Workshops  are  FREE  to  NU  students.  For  more  info  call 
437-3148 


The  Black  Student  Mass  Media  Alliance  (BSMMA)  and 
the  Afro-American  Media  Association  (AAMA)  presents 

A  Black  Communication  Symposium 
Sat.  April  27, 1974 


There  will  be  workshops,  advertising,  copywriting,  Black 
Women  in  the  Media,  Black  DJ's,  Black  Student 
Newspapers,  Radio  Management  and  many  others 

ALSO 


Members  of  the  Mass  Black  Caucus  will  be  present  after 
party  at  10. 


It  all  happens  at  Northeastern 's  Afro-Institute,  40  Leon  St., 
Boston. 


ATTENTION  BLACK  STUDENTS! 

The  following  Is  ihe  normal  procedure  for  applying  for 
Financial  Aid.  To  insure  proper  handling  of  your  financial  aid 
forms,  the  application  must  be  on  ffle  In  the  Office  of 
Finuncial  Aid  no  later  than  the  last  day  of  school  preceding 
the  school  quarter  in  which  you  need  assistance.  For 
example,  if  you  will  be  out  of  school  ihb  winter,  but  In  school 
this  spring  you  must  have  your  financial  aid  form  in  the  Office 
of  Financial  Aid  no  later  than  the  last  day  for  this  quarter.  A 
Parent's  Confidential  Statement  IPSO  should  be  on  fOe  abo. 

Sophomores  should  remind  their  parents,  when  filling  out 
their  income  lax  forms,  to  request  that  a  copy  of  the  form  be 
sem  to  the  Financial  Aid  Office.  A  copy  of  the  form  Is  now 
mandatory  for  the  completion  of  the  financial  aid  process. 


IOANA  SMITH  (A  Harold  Hunte  Photo) 


Dept.  of  Justice 
investigating 
S.U.  killings 

The  Department  of  Justice 
on  February  14  asked  a 
Louisiana  court  today  for 
permission  to  inspect  the 
transcript  of  a  state  grand  jury 
investigation  of  the  deaths  of 
two  students  at  Southern 
University  on  November  16, 
1972. 

A  motion  seeking  per- 
mission to  inspect  the  minutes 
of  the  East  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  grand  jury  was  filed  in 
the  19th  Judicial  District 
Court  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Assistant  Attorney  General 
J.  Stanley  Pottinger,  head  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Division,  said 
the  transcript  is  necessary  "for 
a  full  and  complete  in- 
vestigation by  the  Justice 
Department." 

The  Civil  Rights 
Division  is  reviewing  all 
relevant  evidence  to  deter- 
mine whether  federal  civil 
rights  laws  were  violated  by 
the  fatal  shootings,"  he  said. 


Two  Women's  Centers 
and  two  views 


by  Bau  Bau  K.  Nance 
Onyx  Staff 

Since  October  1973,  efforts 
have  been  made  to  open  a 
Women's  Center  at  N.U. 
Those  efforts  were  finalized 
when  the  Center  officially 
opened  in  the  Ell  Center 
Basement  last  February. 

Verna  Petrilli  is  Director  of 
the  Center  which  is  staffed  by 
both  N.U.  staff  members  and 
students.  The  staff  members 
are  concerned  with  gathering 
information  that  is  of  par- 
ticular concern  to  women. 

In  addition  to  group 
discussions  and  films,  the 
Center  has  a  wide  variety  of 
other  concerns  including: 
Medical  referrals,  Health 
Counseling,  Women  and  Law 
discussions,  Women's  Sports, 
Women  Studies,  Welfare,  Self 
Defense,  Campus  Security, 
Child  Care,  and  Women  and 
Work  discussions. 

"Most  minority  and  lower 
class  women  are  skeptical  of 
the  organization.  They  believe 
it's  separating  men  and 
women.  It's  not  that  at  all" 
says  Mrs.  Joana  Smith,  76 
nursing,  the  only  Black  staff 
member. 

At  another  Women's 
Center,  the  Aswalos  house, 
the  general  aim,  to  serve 
women,  is  the  same  as  NU's 
Women's  Center.  However 
there  are  some  differences. 

Located  at  246  Seaver  St., 
Roxbury,  the  Aswalos  House 
is  staffed  by  Gloria  Nelms, 
Director;  Marilyn  Monteiro, 
Program  Director;  and  Vicki 
Robinson.  Teen  Director.  It 
serves  the  Roxbury,  North 
Dorchester  and  Mattapan 
communities.  More  specifi- 
cally, it  aims  to  serve  the 
women  of  these  communities. 

These  communities  have  "a 
growing  diversity  of  cultural 
and  ethnic  elements,  all  of 
which  have  their  historical 
ancestral  roots  in  Africa. 
Therefore  our  program  will  be 
directed  primarily  toward  the 
needs  and  interests  of  women 
of  African  descent,"  said 
Gloria  Nelms,  who  is  newly 


elected  to  her  post  as 
Director. 

Numerous  courses  are 
offered,  such  as  Creative 
Writing,  Black  Music  Ap- 
plication, The  African 
Diaspora,  Drama,  Yoga,  Self 
Defense,  Movement  in  Dance, 
Black  Beauty  Clinic,  Typing 
and  Sewing. 

By  fostering  the  7  Principles 
of  Kwanza  in  these  courses 
and  others,  the  staff  aims  to 
develop  not  only  an  awareness 
of  historical  background,  but 
to  re-educate  and  raise  the 
conscious  of  participants. 

Each  room  of  the  Aswalos 
House  is  named  in  honor  of  a 
prominent  Black  women  in 
history.  For  example  there  is 
the  Rosa  Parks  Room,  The 
Makeda  Room  and  The 
Sojourner  Truth  Room, 
among  others. 

The  nature  of  the  courses 
and  the  instruction  are  very 
important  because  not  only  is 
the  art  described,  but  the 
mind  is  "reinvigorated." 

In  a  statement  of  purpose, 
the  Aswalos  House  staff 
believes  that  "women  can 
function  more  effectively 
when  we  have  a  strong 
positive  understanding  of 
ourselves,  our  family,  our 
community,  and  the  special 
supportive  and  educational 
role  that  is  ours  as  Black 
women.  As  an  African  people 
and  as  African  women  we 
hold  an  absolute  responsibility 
to  develop  a  program  around 
the  concept  of  self- 
preservation  and  self 
proliferation." 

If  the  courses  offered  do  not 
meet  the  needs  of  the  people, 
"people  should  call  and  tell  us 
what  they  want.  It's  sharing 
and  learning  from  one 
another.  If  you  help  the  group, 
you're  helping  yourself,"  says 
Ms.  Nelms. 

Included  in  their  program  is 
a  Third  World  Women's  Sit- 
Sip  and  Rap  session  every  first 
Sunday  each  month. 


Black  Women  In  America 

is  the  name  of  a  course  taught 
by  Brenda  Walcott.  Program 


Director  of  the  Cambridge 
YWCA.  The  course  began  last 
January  and  lasts  8-10  weeks 
per  session.  Its  aim  is  to  take  a 
historical  view  of  Black 
women  in  America  through 
the  eyes  of  Black  women 
writers. 

"Different  people  will  take 
different  things  from  the 
course,  depending  on  their 
needs,"  says  Ms.  Walcott. 
Some  may  want  to  understand 
the  past  politically,  in  order  to 
understand  where  we  are 
going  today.  One  may  have 
certain  personal  questions 
about  herself  as  a  Black 
woman  —  reading  and 
discussing  the  material  may 
help,  she  continued.  "Only  we 
can  write  about  ourselves. 
White  writers  and  Black  male 
writers  tend  to  write  their 
fantasies  of  who  we  are,  the 
eternal  earth  mother,  super 
sex  kitten,  submissive  little  girl 
next  door  -  but  not  as  the 
interesting  and  complicated 
human  beings  we  are"  Ms. 
Walcott  continued. 

She  feels  the  discussions 
have  been  exciting  and  helpful 
and  plans  to  continue  the 
course. 

Ms.  Walcott  also  heads  the 
Third  World  Women's 
program.  Her  plans  are  "to 
provide  an  on-going  forum  for 
Third  World  Women  and  to 
discuss  the  issues  that  affect  us 
as  women  of  color.  Many  of 
our  needs  are  different  from 
white  women  and  our  role  in 
the  community."  Women  of 
color  need  to  break  out  of 
isolation  from  one  another 
that  somehow  dealing  with  the 
feminist  issues  makes  us 
disloyal  to  our  race,  she  says. 

Racism,  Economics  and 
Men  of  color  are  three  issues 
that  Ms.  Walcott  believes 
affect  women  of  color.  "We 
seem  to  be  caught  between 
the  Stokely  Carmachael  time 
who  said  that  a  woman's  pos- 
ition in  the  struggle  is  prone, 
or  five  steps  behind  --  and  the 
enlightened  statement  of 
Bobby  Seale  that  "A  true  man 
oppresses  no  one." 

Bau  Bau  Nance 


THE  ONYX,  Page  5 


"King's  name  must 
never  die," 
Rev.  Bryant  says 


ALONZO  SPEIGHT  (A  Harold  Hume  Photo) 

In  the  nexl  issue  of  The  Onyx  Alonzo  Speight,  a  Counselor  at 
ihe  Afro-Institute  will  have  a  special  report  on  this  year's 
Career  Expo  which  he  helped  to  organize. 


THE  BLACK  STUDENT 
MASS  MEDIA  ALLIANCE 
MEETS  EVERY  FRIDAY 
AT  7:00  P.M.  AT  THE 

AFRO-INSTITUTE 
40  LEON  ST.,  BOSTON 


ANALYSIS 


What  Energy  Crisis? 


\mr  that  the  "energy  crisis" 
litis  ubated  somewhat  we  at  The 
Onyx  are  more  confused  at  its 
abrupt  end  us  were  about  its 
strange  beginning.  But.  ah,  the 
Institute  »/  The  Black  World,  in 
flie  fhlhivuig  analysis',  bus  limped 
us  greatly  in  our  quest  for  answers. 

•  •  • 

The  rumblings  out  of 
Washington  sound  very  much 
to  us  as  though  Nixon  may  be 
on  the  way  out.  The  country, 
it  looks  like,  is  simply  getting 
tired  of  him.  Even  members  of 
hiw  own  party  show  increasing 
concern  that  a  Republican 
party  with  Richard  Nixon  at 
the  helm  in  November  will 


mean  the  loss  of  forty  or  fifty 
Congressional  seats  and 
perhaps  three  or  more  seats  in 
the  Senate.  The  how  and  when 
of  his  going,  of  course,  no  one 

con  foretell.  Ouilic  say  June, 

our  own  guess  is  April.  Either 
April  first  which  is  April 
Fool's  Day.  or  mid-April 
around  income-tax-collecting 
time. 

If  thai  eventually  does  come 
about,  we  can  look  forward  to 
an  avalanche  of  rhetoric  from 
press  and  politicians  pointing 
to  ihe  forced  exit  of  Richard 
Nixon  as  the  most  reassuring 
"proof"  of  the  viability  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


"Marlin  Luther  King,  Jr.  is  a 
name  thai  must  never  die," 
Rev.  John  R.  Bryant  said  April 
4th  at  a  Memorial  Service  in 
honor  of  Dr.  King,  held  at 
Boston  University's  March 
Chapel. 

"I  didn't  come  here  to  cry 
today,"  the  fiery  pastor  of  St. 
Paul's  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  told  the 
congregation.  "I  got 
something  to  shout  about." 

Sometimes  our  grief  can  be 
our  ultimate  blessing,  Rev. 
Bryant  (old  the  more  than  100 
people  who  had  gathered  to 
pay  homage  to  the  slain  civil 
rights  leader  who  died  from 
wounds  he  received  when  a 
sniper  gunned  him  down  in 
April.  1968. 

"God  is  a  mystery,"  Rev. 
Bryant  exclaimed,  "and 
because  of  that  it  turns  a  lot  of 
us  off.  You  have  been  taught 
in  school  not  to  accept 
anything  that  you  cannot 
understand.  But  there  are 
some  things  that  you  will 
never  understand  ...  like  how 
God  can  take  grief  and  make 
joy,"  he  concluded. 

Rev.  Bryant  drew  attention 
to  the  biblical  character 
Joseph  and  his  brothers,  as  an 
example  of  "how  God  can 
turn  grief  into  joy." 

According  to  Old 
Testament    scriplurc.  Josenh 

WHS    MJIU     IIUVJ    aimv.j     u;  ..... 

brothers,  but  later  became  a 
ruling  prince  in  Egypt. 
Quoting  the  Bible  Rev.  Bryant 
said,  "you  meant  it  for  evil, 
but  God  meant  it  for  good." 

"Our  story  of  slavery  is  a 
story  of  grief,"  he  continued, 
"but  out  of  thai  mixture  of 
grief  and  joy  came  Harriet 
Tubman,  Soujourner  Truth, 
Marcus  Garvey.  (W.E.B.) 
DuBois  and  Malcolm." 


Rev.  Bryant  sparked  a 
round  of  applause  from  the 
congregation  when  he  said: 
"Boston  University  didn't 
produce  Martin  Lulher  King. 
He  came  out  of  that  grief 
Black  people  have  known." 

"King  mirrored  the  beauty 
and  the  power  that  is  Black 
people.  King  is  Black 
humanity  and  Black  humanity 
is  King,"  Rev.  Bryant  told  the 
audience. 

Earlier  in  the  service  Rev. 
Prentice  Moore,  Pastor  of  the 
Eliot  Congregational  Church 
delivered  Ihe  "Statement  of 
Occasion."  Rev.  Moore  said: 
"The  esteemed  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  has  been  sorely 
missed  by  all  who  are  here." 

The  Memorial  Service  was 
pari  of  the  Sixth  Annual 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Memorial  Program. 

•  •  » 

Several  Black  persons  who 
attended  Ihe  King  Memorial 
Service  were  asked  by  an 
Onyx  reporter  what  they 
thought  was  the  single  greatest 
contribution  they  could  make 
toward  fulfilling  King's  dream. 
Their  answers  follow. 

Kokayl  Alimayu  NU:  "We 
as  Black  folks  should  continue 
in  his  trend  ...  Power  lies  in 
Black  participation  in 
politics." 

Leola  Lemon  NU:  "Try  to 
doing  one  thing  for  someone." 

G.  Corner,  Roxbury 
Community  College:  "Support 
legislation  thai  would  make 
his  birthday  a  legal  holiday." 

Carolyn  McCone,  BU:  "By 
trying  lo  fulfill  his  dream," 

Peggy  Tanner,  UC:  "By 
being  of  truth." 


Suit  filed  to  desegregate  20  Colleges  and  Universities 


LA's  schools  called  segregated 


The  Department  of  Justice 
filed  a  civil  suit  on  March  14 
to  desegregate  the  student 
bodies  and  faculties  of 
Louisiana's  20  state  colleges 
and  universities. 

Attorney  General  William 
B.  Saxbe  said  the  suit  was  filed 
in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Louisiana,  at  the 
request  of  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and 
Welfare. 

The  suit  is  the  first  filed  by 
the  Justice  Department  to 
desegregate  a  state-supported 
system  of  higher  education. 

Approximately  145,000 
students  are  enrolled  in  the  16 
four-year  colleges  and 
universities  and  the  four  two- 
year  junior  colleges. 

The  suit  charged  that 
Louisiana's  public  system  of 
higher  education  is  largely 
segregated  by  race  in  violation 
of  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1964  and  the  Four- 
leenlh  Amendment. 

Louisiana,  the  suit  said, 
maintained  a  racially 
segregated  state  system  of 
higher  education  prior  to  1953 


and  since  men  has  per- 
petuated and  expanded  the 
dual  system  by  establishing 
black  and  white  campuses  in 
the  same  cities. 

The  suit  note-d  that 
branches  of  traditionally  white 
Louisiana  State  University  and 
traditionally  black  Southern 
University  have  been 
established  at  New  Orleans 
and  Shreveport. 

Southern  University's  main 
campus  at  Baton  Rouge  and 
its  two  branches  are  more 
than  99  per  cent  black,  as  is 
Grambling  College,  the  suit 
said. 

While  students  make  up  89 
to  97  per  cent  of  the  student 
bodies  at  all  of  the  other  stale 
colleges  and  universities,  the 
suit  added. 

The  suit  said  Louisiana 
receives  federal  financial 
assistance  for  the  slate  in- 
stitutions of  higher  education 
and  is  required  to  comply  with 
Title  VI  and  HEW  regulations 
prohibiting  discrimination  in 
federal  programs. 

Twice  in  1969  and  twice  in 
1973,    Ihe   suit   said.  HEW 


notified  the  state  that  its  aual 
system  violates  Title  VI,  and 
requested  that  a  statewide 
desegregation  plan  be 
adopled. 

The  suit  said  state  officials 
have  failed  and  refused  to 
submit  a  constitutionally 
acceptable  desegregation 
plan,  and,  as  a  result,  blacks 
are  being  denied  equal 
educational  opportunities. 

The  suit  asked  that  a  three- 
judge  court  be  convened  to 
hear  the  case  and  to  issue  an 
order  enjoining  state  officials 
from  maintaining  and  per- 
petuating a  racially  dual 
system  of  higher  education. 

In  addition,  the  suit  asked 
the  court  to  order  the  stale  to 
develop,  submit,  and  im- 
plement detailed  plans  that 
promise  realistically  and 
promptly  to  eliminate  all 
vestiges  of  the  dual  system. 

Named  as  defendants  in  the 
suit  were  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  the  Slate  Board  of 
Education,  the  Louisiana 
Coordinating  Council  for 
Higher  Education,  Ihe  State 


Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the 
Louisiana  Board  of  Regents, 
and  their  members. 


Brothers  coming  out  of 
Norfolk  prison  on  furlough 
are  now  required  to  have  a 
ride.  Will  brotl^ers  and 
sisters  volunteer  their 
services  once  a  month  to 
aid  them?  If  so  leave  your 
name  and  telephone 
number  at  the  Afro- 
Institute  c-o  Lotus  Perry 


ENGINEERING  AND 
SCIENCE  GETTING 
NEXT  TO  YOU? 

Check  Out  The 
Afro-American  Institute 's 
Engineering  Workshop 

Saturdays 
10  a.m.  to  5  p.  m. 
Tutoring  offered  in  all 
areas  of  engineering  & 
related  disciplines 


Marlin  Lulher  King 

BETH 
Con't.  From  P.  1 

Mr.  Huskie  his  trophy.  We 
also  talked  lo  the  other  iwo 
candidates  running  for  Mr. 
Huskie  and  we  were  escorted 
lo  see  Pal  Pauson  when  he  was 
here,"  Belh  remembered. 

The  duties  of  a  Winter 
Carnival  Queen  vary  and  Beth 
says:  "My  duties  as  Winter 
Carnival  Queen  include 
promoting  more  school  spirit 
by  showing  an  interest  in 
sports  and  other  activities,  as 
well  as  encouraging  more 
students  to  get  involved  in 
campus  activities." 

According  to  Beth,  her 
decision  lo  run  was  due  to  a 
"sudden  interest  in  school 
activities,"  and  "plenty  of 
encouragemenl  from  my 
friends." 

"I  think  that  the  im- 
plications of  this  contest  are 
very  positive.  This  shows  that 
a  Black  person  who  has  the 
potential  can  and  did  win  Beth 
aOded.  But  I'm  not  saying  jusl 
because  a  person  is  Black  thai 
he  or  she  can  win.  I  did  more 
campaigning  than  any  of  the 
other  girls.  I  had  my  posters 
up  earlier  than  ihe  others. 
Also.  Belh  continued,  "I  had  a 

Hammonds.  78  CJ.  lo  whom  I 
may  attribute  my  victory.  She 
did  all  the  publicizing  and 
helped  me  solicit  voles.  I  was 
out  there  soliciting  voles  from 
anybody  Black  or  while.  I 
think  that  other  Blacks  should 
be  encouraged  to  participate 
in  activities  around  campus. 
The  more  there  are,  the  more 
encouragement  there  will  be" 
Beth  concluded. 

Beth's  former  and  present 
activities  include:  A  Dorm 
Council  member  of  Stetson 
East;  a  member  of  the  in- 
tramural track  and  volley  ball 
teams;  a  member  of  the 
African-American's  Orien- 
tation Program  Committee;  a 
member  of  the  Freshman 
Orientation  Committee; 
hostess  of  Stetson  East;  and  a 
Dean  Emery  Senior  Tea 
Hostess. 

Beth    who    hails  from 
Falmouth,    MA.,    said  her 
future  plans  include  enlisting  • 
in  an  Action  Program  with 
VISTA  or  HOPE. 


Pan  African  Arlisl  Dana 
Chandler  in  cooperation  with 
The  Museum  of  the  National 
Center  of  Afro-American 
Artists  is  presenting  a  one- 
man-exhibilion  entitled  The 
Way  Back 

The  exhibition  will  consist 
ol  recent  paintings,  drawings 
and  reproductions  as  well  as 
work  that  was  not  destroyed 
when  his  studio  was  ran- 
shackled.  The  exhibition  will 
open  at  122  Elm  Hill  Ave., 
Dorchester  on  April  7  and  will 
remain  open  until  April  28. 
The  public  is  invited  lo  attend 
at  no  cost. 
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EDITORIAL 

THE  LARGER  QUESTION 

The  debate  rages.  On  the  one  hand  there  b  Shockley,  the 
physicist  turned  geneticist,  who  has  of  late  been  surrounded 
by  controversy  stemming  from  his  claim  that  Blacks  are 
genetically  Inferior  to  whiles. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  several  groups  who  actively 
campaign  against  Shockley  and  his  theory  of  Black  In- 
feriority and  white  superiority. 

Still,  the  larger  question  is  not  inferiority  or  superiority, 
though  that  is  the  question  that  Shockley  and  his  adherents 
keep  in  the  forefront.  The  larger  question  Is  the  survival  of 
Black  people  in  America. 

Shockley 's  solution  to  the  question  of  Inferior  people  being 
born  Is  something  he  calls  "downbreedlng."  As  a  method 
downbreeding  involves  the  encouraging  of  "inferior"  people 
not  to  raise  families.  To  be  sure  "downbreedlng"  reeks  of 
extermination.  There  is  the  belief  among  scores  of  people 
both  Black  and  white  that  even  partial  extermination  of 
Blacks  could  never  occur  In  this  country.  They  hold  fast  to 
the  idea  that  there  will  never  be  a  "Black  solution"  In 
America  in  the  sense  that  there  was  a  "Jewish  solution"  in 
Nazi  Germany. 

But,  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  extermination  of  Blacks 
in  America  has  been  going  on  since  the  first  Africans  arrived 
in  lameslown,  Virginia.  And,  too,  there  were  theories  of 
racial  inferiority  present  to  make  the  murder  of  human 
beings  less  repulsive  to  a  nation  of  people  who  practiced  the 
Christian  Ethic."  It  was,  WASP  thinking  reasoned,  easier  to 
enslave  a  "half-men"  than  it  was  to  enslave  human  beings. 

Now,  with  a  degree  of  sophistication  and  an  inkling  of  a 
reformist  spirit,  Americans  are  able  to  look  back  on  their 
relationship  with  the  darker  people  of  the  world,  and  feel 
"sorry,"  or  at  least  live  with  the  fact  that  it  was  them  and  not 
Black  people  who  practiced  the  barbaric  acts. 

Notwithstanding,  the  larger  question  b  whether  or  not 
Black  people,  quite  literally,  can  live  with  it.  To  solve  a 
problem  b  to  eliminate  it  and  if  left  to  Shockley  and 
"downbreedlng"  Black  people  are  standing  on  the  threshold 
of  the  door  marked  "(his  way  out." 

To  be  sure,  it  won't  follow  the  traditional  paths  of  the  gas 
chamber  or  whole-sale  slaughter.  It  wOl  have  to  be  more 
sophisticated  than  that.  At  any  rate  a  first  step  to  the  event 
will  have  to  be,  among  other  things,  a  dehumanization  of  the 
victims  who  are  in  thb  case  Black  people. 

The  notion  of  Black  inleriority  has  to  be  planted  in  the 
minds  of  the  American  people,  much  as  the  Idea  of  "gooks" 
was  imbedded  in  the  minds  of  American  servicemen  fighting 
in  Vietnam,  thus  making  it  easier  for  them  to  kill  Viet- 
namese. 

One  cannot  help  but   wonder  from  whence  cometh 

"ii'imii  aim  nnj  i>  no  iirei/ij  \it  L»ia«.n  uaiciiuilij  uciug  pill 

forth  at  a  lime  when  new  advances  are  being  made  by  Black 
people  on  all  fronts  of  the  American  scene.  More  im- 
portantly, for  Black  people  at  least  b  the  question  of  how  far 
Shockley  will  go  and  how  much  of  his  theory  will  be  believed 
by  Americans. 

It  is  slightly  re-assuring  to  know  that  sclentbts  who  know 
something  about  genetics  regard  Shockley  as  a  madman  and 
an  embarrassment  lo  their  profession.  But  that  b  not  enough, 
nor  b  debating  the  question  enough. 

As  Dr.  Francis  Welslng,  the  Black  Professor  of  psychiatry 
at  Howard  University  has  said.  First  of  all  since  Black  people 
the  same  social  and  educational  opportunities  as  whites 
before  you  talk  of  inferiority. 


News  In  Brief 


THIS  WEEK  IN  BLACK  HISTORY 

MON.,  APRIL  IS 

A.  Philip  Randolph,  born,  1889 

--  Harvard  University  gave  first  honorary  degree  ever  of- 
fered to  a  Black  man  in  the  U.  S.  To  Booker  T.  Wash- 
ington, 1 896. 

-Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee  organi- 
zed at  Shaw  University,  April  15-17,  1960. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  16 

-Congress  abolished  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
by  paying  S993.407.30  to  owners,  1862. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  17 

-Francis  Williams,  first  Black  college  graduate  in  the  U- 
nited  States,  published  a  book  of  Latin  poems,  1758. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  18 

First  U.  S.  Blacks  arrived  in  Liberia,  West  Africa.  1820. 
FRIDAY.  APRIL  19 

Minute  Men.  with  the  help  of  Peter  Salem  and  other 
macks,  defeated  British  soldiers  on  Concord  Bridge, 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  20 

Fisk  University.  Nashville,  Tenn.,  opened  its  doors  to  e- 
educate  Blacks,  1866. 

SUNDAY,  APRIL  21 

BBUsfLeXF,IOreHS  aCCOmPanied  Menendez  when  St.  Au- 
gustine,  Florida,  was  founded.  1565, 


Black  Colleges 
to  receive 
banking  credit 

The  American  Banking 
Association  has  selected 
Howard  University  and  Texas 
Southern  University  to  receive 
grants  totalling  more  than 
S400.000  each  over  the  next 
five  years  to  establish  minority 
centers  of  banking  education. 
The  two  universities  were 
chosen  from  among  38  Black 
colleges  and  universities  and 
applied  for  the  grants. 

The  grants  will  help  the  two 
universities  "create  a  learning 
environment  in  the  field  of 
hanking  which  will  attract, 
train  and  produce  highly 
qualified  minority  men  and 
women  for  officer-level 
careers  in  banking."  It  is 
believed  to  be  the  first 
program  of  its  kind  in  the 
country  for  Black  universities. 

Bay  Stale  Banner 
4-4-74 

•  »  » 

Black  woman 
ousted  from 


gov't,  job 


by 
a 

by 


Ms.  Barbara  Watson,  the 
highest  ranking  Black  woman 
in  government,  has  been  fired 
from  her  post  as  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  Bureau  of 
Security  and  Consular  Affairs. 
She  found  out  that  she  had 
"resigned"  when  she  saw  the 
notice  of  the  appointment  of  a 

she  returned  from  lunch  last 
Friday. 

Sources  close  to  Ms. 
Watson  said  she  was  stunned 
by  the  news,  as  neither 
Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger  nor  the  White 
House  informed  her  of  any 
change  to  be  made.  In- 
formation from  other 
channels  said  that  Ms.  Watson 
had  been  offered  the  am- 
bassadorship to  Costa  Rica  or 
New  Zealand  a  few  weeks  ago, 
but  turned  both  down. 

She  will  be  succeeded 
Leonard  Walentynowicz, 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  attorney. 

She  was  appointed 
President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
to  the  job  which  carries  with 
it.  the  rank  of  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State. 

The  Bureau  Office  includes 
the  U.S.  Passport  Office 
headed  by  Ms.  Frances 
Knight,  a  veteran  bureaucrat. 
It  is  no  secret  that  Ms.  Knight 
has  long  feuded  with  Ms. 
Watson  over  the  requirement 
of  reporting  to  Ms.  Watson  as 
her  supervisor. 

Pittsburgh  Courier 
4-6-74 

»  •  • 

Outspoken  critic 
of  Apartheid 
forced  out 
of  South  Africa 

A  leader  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  Dr. 
Lukas  Vischer.  has  been 
expelled  by  the  South  African 
government.  As  he  left  for 
Ghana,  he  was  told  to  "never 
return."  The  cleric  has 
consistently  spoken  out  in 
defense  of  assistance  to 
liberation  movements 


throughout  Africa  and  has 
been  a  firm  critic  of  apartheid. 
South  Africa  cancelled  his 
temporary  residence  permit 
and  told  him  to  leave  the 
country  immediately. 

Afro-American 
4-6-74 

*  •  * 

"Raisin"1  and 
"River  Niger" 
nominated  for  Tony 

"Raisin."  the  Broadway 
musical  by  Robert  Nemiroff, 
based  on  the  prize-winning 
drama  by  Lorraine  Hansberry 
and  Joseph  A.  Walker's  'The 
River  Niger,"  produced  by 
The  Negro  Ensemble  Co.  and 
directed  by  Douglas  Turner 
Ward  have  been  nominated 
for  the  Broadway  Theater's 
Annual  Tony  Awards.  The 
show  will  be  broadcast  April 
21  over  ABC  at  9  p.m.  from 
the  Schubert  Theater  on 
Broadway. 

New  York  Amsterdam  News 
4-4-74 

*  #  * 

Mr.  Muhammad 
cited  for  work 

More  than  130  Black 
businessmen  from  across  the 
country  honored  the  76-year- 
old  Black  Muslim  leader. 
Elijah  Muhammad  recently  in 
Chicago.  Mayor  Daley 
proclaimed  a  Friday  as 
"Honorable  Elijah 
Muhammad  Day  in  Chicago." 

Mr.  Muhammad  was  cited 
for  having  "exhibited  strong 
leadership  to  provide  quality 
education,  to  establish 
prosperous  businesses,  to 
organize  recreational  ac- 
tivities and  to  develop  good 
citizenship  in  the  community.' 

Proceeds  from  the  $50-a- 
plate  dinner  will  go  toward 
construction  of  a  $50-million 
hospital  the  Muslims  hope  to 
build  on  an  undetermined 
South  Side  site. 

Pittsburgh  Courier 
4-6-74 


Back  from 
the  

Dorothy  Mae  Stevens 
Anderson,  who  in  1951 
amazed  doctors  by  surviving  a 
body  temperature  of  60 
degrees,  compared  to  the 
normal  98.6  degrees  has  died 
of  pneumonia  and  conjestive 
heart  failure.  Known  as  the 
"deep  freeze  woman",  Mrs. 
Anderson  died  last  Monday  at 
the  age  of  45. 

When  the  then  Mrs.  Stevens 
found  her  husband  in  the  arms 
of  another  woman  on  Jan.  31. 
1951,  she  stormed  from  (he 
Soulhside  apartment  and  got 
drunk.  She  was  found  near 
death  in  an  alley  behind  a 
hotel  Feb.  1.  1951,  with  her 
blood  frozen  to  a  slush.  Her 
eyeballs  were  like  glass  and 
her  legs  like  cold  metal,  ac- 
cording to  a  medical  report 
issued  later  that  year. 

The  report  said  her  survival 
might  have  been  due  to  large 
amounts  of  alcohol  she  has 
consumed  before  becoming 
unconscious  in  the  alley. 
However,  both  her  legs,  eight 
fingers  and  one  thumb  were 
amputated  after  they  became 
gangrenous.  She  had  spent 
much  of  her  life  afterwards 
helping  handicapped  people. 

Afro-American 
4-6-74 


The  next 
Onyx  staff 

meeting 
IsThurs., 

April  18 
at  12  p.m. 
on  the  2nd 
floor  of  the 
Afro-Institute 


THE  ONYX 

I  nil  OR INCH II  I  Ted  Thomas 

\SSOi  IM I  I  Dl  TOR*  AD  MANAGER  Deen  Dotson 
I'llOlO  I '  Oil  OR  BobGittens 
POETRY  EDITOR  LesierPayne 
REPORTERS 

Barron  Cox,  Donna  Deans,  Been  Dotson.  Shirley  Eiheredge. 
Warren  Everett.  Freddie  Faison,  Douglas  Holloway,  Renee 
Holmes.  Karen  Slanton,  Ted  Thomas,  Michael  (Hat) 
Williams,  Dorcus  Shriro. 

POETRY  SI  Ml 

Julie  Knox.  Sheila  Mack.  Lester  Payne,  Dave  Squires 

DISTRIBUTION 

Laurin  Banner,  Eric  Eversley 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Bob  (Jitiens,  Harold  Hunte,  Melanie  White 
PUBLISHER 

Boston  News  Corp.,  Slaller  Office  Bldg.,  Park  Square,  Boston 
357-9495. 

Vol.  2,  Number  A,  published  bi-monthly  by  the  Black  students 
of  Northeastern  University,  with  offices  at  40  Leon  St., 
Boston,  Mass.  021 15.  All  rights  reserved.  Contents  may  not  be 
reproduced  in  whole  or  in  part  without  prior  written  per- 
mission. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  the  news  editorials  arc  those  of  the 
editorial  board  and  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  African- 
American  Institute  or  Northeastern  University. 
The  Onyx  welcomes  responsible,  informational  and 
opinionated  articles.  Howeser.  it  cannot  be  responsible  for 
the  return  of  any  unsolicited  manuscripts,  poetry  or 
photographs  unless  they  are  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope. 


THE  ONYX,  Page  7 


The  Editor's 
Mailbox 


Dear  Editor: 

I  am  writing  you  concerning 
the  M.C.I.  Walpole  Black 
Caucus,  newly  formed  group 
here  at  Walpole  State  Prison. 
The  Black  Caucus  was 
established  in  October  11, 
1973  and  was  voted  into  being 
by  the  Black  inmate  body  to 
deal  with  some  of  the 
problems  which  confront  us 
here. 

As  you  know  Walpole  has 
been  in  a  state  of  turmoil  for 
the  last  twelve  months  or  so. 
We  are  in  the  process  of 
setting  up  some  programs 
which  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
inmates. 

At  this  time  we  have  no 
other  method  of  getting 
clerical  materials  and  office 
supplies  needed  to  carry  on 
the  valuable  work  that  we  do 
here  at  Walpole,  other  than  by 
donation.  We  are  at  this 
moment  awaiting  our  tax 
exempt  status  number.  We 
will  forward  it  to  any  donor 
for  the  use  of  his  record 
keeping. 

Following  is  a  list  of  many 
of  the  materials  needed  at  this 
time.  We  appreciate  you 
taking  lime  to  read  this  letter, 
and  would  forever  be  in  debt  if 
you  would  send  any  of  the 
items  mentioned   below  to: 

Black  Caucus 

c-o  Tim  Cross, 

Community    Service  Dir. 

M.C.I.  Walpole 

typewriters,  thumb  tacks, 
manilla  folders,  stencils, 
pencils,  paper  clips,  desk 
folders,  carbon  paper,  pen, 
No.  1  ideal  clamp,  desk 
calendars,  typing  erasers, 
paper  (all  types),  index  cards, 
rubber  bands,  cork  board 
(small). 

Sincerely  yours, 
Executive  Board 
Black  Caucus 

John  Cllnkscales 

Treasurer 


they  may  find  themselves. 

This  Day  of  Solidarity 
involving  community  leaders, 
everyday  folks  and  shapers  of 
present  day  Black  thought  will 
be  art  important  instrument 
for  bringing  understanding 
and  solidarity  between  in- 
carcerated Black  men  and 
women  and  the  community  to 
which  they  will  eventually 
return. 

The  Black  residents  at 
Norfolk  have  clearly 
demonstrated  that  through  the 
cooperative  planning  of  the 
event  with  the  admistration 
and  community  represen- 
tatives that  when  given 
responsibility  and  treated  with 
respect,  they  will  respond  by 
being  responsible,  dignified 
and  respectful  of  themselves. 

We   are   asking  you,  the 
community,  to  contribute 
whatever  money  you  can  so 
this  Day  of  Solidarity  will  be  a 
"  success.    Please    send  your 
contributions  to: 
A.C.T.  Committee 
c-o  Charles  Averett 
Box  43 

Norfolk.  Massachusetts  02056 

Please  attach  a  note  with 
your  name  stating  that  this 
money  is  for  Black  Solidarity 
Day.  For  further  information 
please  write  me. 

Peace  be  unto  you. 

Carey  Fox 

Coordinating  Chairman 
Black  Solidarity  Day 
43  Main  Street 
Norfolk,  MA  02056 


HELP 
A 

BROTHER 


•••and  speaking 
of  letters,  when! 


By  Michael  L.Cuibert 
Although  the  widespread 
belief  is  that  the  Answer 
Man  columns  are  a  recent 
development  of  the 
American  press,  historical 
research  shows  that  they 
existed  in  past  decades 
and  were  very  much  like 
the  columns  of  today.  An 
intensive  search  into  the 
achieves  of  the  Black 
press  produced  some  of 
the  following  examples 
printed  below: 

Dear  Answer  Man: 

Is  Black  activist  Nat 
Turner  a  mental  case?  The 
other  day  I  attended  one  of 
his  secret  meetings  and 
listened  to  him  talk  about 
how  God  had  chosen  him  to 
lead  the  Black  race  out  of 
bondage.  However,  the 
only  thing  he  has  been 
credited  with  so  far  is  the 
murder  of  about  60  white 
people.  This  does  not  seem 
like  the  action  of  a  sane 
man.  Please  help  me. 

Mrs.  Virgie  Slims 
Keokuk,  W.Va. 

Dear  Mrs.  Slims: 

Although  Turner's 
sanity  remains  clouded  in 
mystery,  many  of  his  own 
followers  consider  him  a 
pretty  weird  dude. 
However,  his  ability  to 
quote  his  revolutionary 
theories  from  the  Scrip- 
tures has  earned  him  the 
respect  of  the  clerical 
community.  The  truth  will 
probably  not  be  ascer- 
tained until  he  is  ap- 
prehended by  the 
authorities.  At  that  time, 
however,  it  is  our  con- 
sidered opinion  that  he  will 
not  be  given  time  lo  an- 
swer many  questions. 
*  «  « 

Dear  Answer  Man: 

Has  Booker  T. 
Washington  become  stuck- 
up  now  that  he  has  served 
as  a  consultant  to 
Theodore  Roosevelt  and 
William  Howard  Taft?  One 


of  my  closest  friends, 
Glory  Johnson  says  she 
knew  him  when  he  was  a 
slave  in  Hale's  Ford,  Va. 
Now  he  won't  even  say 
"Mornin",  Glory"  to  her. 
How  do  most  people  feel 
about  this? 

Mrs.  G.  Washington 

Carver 

Grossnover  Point,  Mo. 

Dear  Mrs.  Carver: 

The  general  consensus  is 
that  Booker's  recent  ap- 
pointments have  given 
him  a  swelled  head. 
However,  most  of  his  close 
associates  tend  to 
disregard  this  because  of 
the  great  strides  he  is 
making  for  the  rest  of 
them. 

*     *  4 

Dear  Answer  Man: 

What  made  Crispus 
Attucks  run  in  front  of  all 
those  British  soldiers 
during  last  week's 
massacre  in  Boston?  I 
have  a  bet  going  with  some 
of  my  friends.  They  say 
that  Attucks  was  a  gung-ho 
American  patriot  who 
would  rather  face  death 
than  tyranny.  I  say  he  was 
a  glory-seeking  scallywag 
who  wanted  to  make  a 
name  for  himself  at  the 
expense  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Who's 
correct? 

Geraldine  J.  Wampam 
Roanoak,  Mass. 

Dear  Geraldine: 

A  great  deal  of  con- 
troversy surrounds  the 
actual  reason  about  why 
Attucks  did  what  he  did. 
However,  sources  close  to 
the  Revolution  said  that  he 
may  have  been  inspired  by 
several  white  in- 
surrectionists who  pointed 
a  shotgun  at  his  back  and 
told  him  to  go  see  if  the 
British  were  fooling. 


Dear  Answer  Man: 
Several  schoolmates  of 


mine  used  to  kid  another 
classmate  about  the  shape 
of  his  head.  However, 
recently,  my  friends  tell 
me  that  "Peanuts"  has 
become  a  very  famous 
scientist.  Could  you  please 
find  out  if  this  is  so?  I 
would  like  to  find  out 
"Peanuts"  real  name  so  I 
can  invite  him  to  a  party 
which  I  plan  to  throw  in  his 
honor. 

Chauncey  J. Johnson 
Carbon  Monoxide,  West 

Va. 


Dear  Chauncey: 

"Peanuts  has  made  a 
name  for  himself.  At  this 
time,  George  Washington 
"Peanuts"  Carver  holds  a 
Master  of  Science  Degree 
from  Iowa  State 
University,  has  received 
the  NAACP  Springarn 
Medal  and  has  been 
named  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of 
England.  Since  you  last 
saw  him,  he  has  produced 
some  100  different 
products  from  the  sweet 
potato  and  more  than  300 
from  his  childhood  love, 
the  peanut.  We  told  him 
about  your  invitation  and 
he  said  that  you  can  take  it 
and  &?  +  (!!  +  ?&(!  +  ?& 
Peanut  oil,  he  said,  would 
greatly  enhance  your 
ability  to  do  this. 
Reprinted  from  the 
Chicago  Defender 

Contributed  to  The  Onyx  by 
the  students  of  the  African 
Diaspora  in  Unity. 


HELP 

A 

SISTER 


//  \mi  are  able  to  donate  any  of 
the  above  listed  items  in  11  ulpole's 
Win  A  Can  us  please  lomv  them  at 
the  Onyx'*  u/fii'e.  10  hum  St., 
Huston.  \1u.  phone  Vo,  137-31  II 

fiv.  r. 

Dear  Editor: 

On  May  18,  1974,  the  Black 
residents  of  MCI,  Norfolk  will 
be  conducting  a  Black 
Solidarity  Day.  This  event  has 
been  approved  by  the 
Superintendent  of  MCI, 
Norfolk,  Larry  R.  Meachum. 

Black  Solidarity  Day  is 
about  Black  People  con- 
centrating their  total  efforts, 
resources  and  energies  for  the 
fundamental  purpose  of 
coming  together  in  unity,  love 
and  brotherhood.  Black 
Solidarity  Day  is  about  the 
future  well  being  of  the  in- 
dividual, family  and  com- 
munity on  a  national  and 
international  level,  no  matter 
what  social,  economic  or 
geographic  situation  in  which 


When  thinking  about  1974,  remember 


Same  interesting  events  have 
taken  plarr  during  the  first  few 
months  of  1974  and  via  The 
.1  ustice  Department  the  Onyx 
presents  some  of  the  less 
publicized  events  in  yOU. 

The  white  owner  of  a  bar  in 
Kingsland,  Georgia,  was 
indicted  by  a  federal  grand 
jury  February  21  on  a  charge 
of  ejecting  four  Black  persons 
at  gunpoint  from  his  establish- 
ment. 

Attorney  General  William 
B.  Saxbe  said  the  civil  rights 
indictment  was  returned  in 
U.S.  District  Court  in 
Savannah,  Georgia,  against 
Joseph  L.  Tyre,  owner  of  the 
Hi  Hat  Lounge. 

The  indictment  said  Tyre 
violated  the  federally 
protected  right  of  the  Blacks 
to  obtain  service  at  a  place  of 
public  accommodation  by 
ordering  them  to  leave  and 


pointing  a  gun  at  them  on  July 
20.  1973. 

Ordered  to*  leave  were 
Joseph  Hammonds,  field 
director  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Con- 
ference, Atlanta;  Roy  L. 
Baker.  president  of  a 
Chemical  Workers  Union 
local  in  Kingsland;  Deborah 
D.  Nightingale,  Kingsland; 
and  Frank  M.  Powell, 
Jacksonville,  Florida. 

The  maximum  penalty  upon 
conviction  is  one  year  in 
prison  and  a  $1,000  fine. 


Two  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  policemen  were 
indicted  by  a  federal  grand 
jury  February  6  on  charges  of 
sexually  mistreating  a  young 
married  woman. 

Attorney  General  William 
B.  Saxbe  said  a  two-count 


indictment  was  returned  in 
U.S.  District  Court  in  Birm- 
ingham against  Officers 
Richard  B.  Jones  aid  Harry  E. 
DeHart,  Jr. 

One  count  charged  the 
officers  with  conspiring  to 
deprive  Mrs.  Henricke 
Nunnally,  19,  of  her  con- 
stitutional rights  by  forcing 
her  to  accompany  them  to  a 
secluded  area  of  Bear 
Mountain,  where  Jones 
assaulted  her  on  June  16,  1973. 

The  other  count  charged 
the  officers  with  arresting  and 
detaining  Mrs.  Nunnally 
without  probable  cause, 
violating  her  constitutional 
right  not  to  be  deprived  of 
liberty  without  due  process  of 
law. 

At  the  time  of  the  incident, 
Mrs.  Nunnally  was  en  route 
home  from  a  community 
treatment  center  for  drug 
addicts   where    she    was  a 


volunteer  worker. 

The  maximum  penalty  upon 
conviction  of  each  count  is 
one  year  in  prison  and  a 
$1,000  fine. 


A  Jasper,  Georgia,  man  was 
indicted  by  a  federal  grand 
jury  February  19  on  charges  of 
threatening  to  shoot  and  burn 
down  the  home  of  a  trailer 
park  owner  and  his  wife  for 
renting  a  house  trailer  to  a 
Black. 

Attorney  General  William 
B.  Saxbe  said  a  two-count 
indictment  was  returned  in 
U.S.  District  Court  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  against  Larry  K. 
Richards. 

Richards  was  charged  in 
one  count  with  issuing  the 
threats  to  Richard  I- 
Grotefend,  operator  of  the 
trailer  park,  and  his  wife  on 
September  I  and  2.  1973. 
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BLACK 


ILLEGAL  CONFRONTATION 

if  i  could  run  through  you 

with  my  shoes  on 

and  let  you  know 

i'd  been  this  way  before 

how  hard  would  it  be 

for  you  to  roll  over 

and  let  me  do  it  again? 

if  i  could  put  your  eyes 
directly  in  front  of  mine 
and  penetrate  my  warmth 
so  you  wouldn't  move  them 
even  if  you  could 

would  you  try  to  move  them  anyway 
for  fear  of  what  you'd  see? 

if  i  could  touch  your  heart 

with  a  feather  of  fire 

and  not  burn  away  your  soul 

would  you  admit  how  good 

that  feather  made  you  feel 

or  only  that  your  heart  was  on  fire? 

if  i  could  help  you  be 
what  you  already  are 
and  make  life  more  of  a  challenge, 
would  you  try  to  take  on  the  challenge, 
or  let  me  see  that  you 
really  are  that  challenge? 


go  on  and  tell 

your  baby  love 

that  she  ain't  as  fine 

as  the  lady  downstairs. 

it's  quite  okay. 

tell  your 

sweet  mama 

that  she  ain't  as  intellectual 

as  the  woman  across  the  tracks 

why  you  gon'  try  to  hold  it  all  back? 

run  down  to  your 

precious  babydoll 

all  that  stuff  about  her  being 

such  a  drag  ... 

and  when  you're  finished  all  that 
admit  to  yourself 
who  it  is 

that  you  really  love. 


Punkass. 


Dianne  Clark 


Terrl  McMillan 


I  know  that  people  only  seem  lo  live  when  ihey  care  only  for 
themselves,  and  thai  it  is  by  love  for  others  that  they  really  live. 

— Tolstoy 


OnGellin'  Old 


Sometimes  I  feel  so  old 
I  look  at  my  hands 

and  they're  rough 
I  look  at  my  face 

and  it's  frowned 
I  feel  my  skin 

and  it's  taunt 

Sometimes  I  feel  so  old 
I  remember  my  past 

and  it's  full 
I  think  of  my  present 

and  it's  hard 
I  dream  of  my  tomorrow 

and  it's  empty 


A  MAN 

Don't  call  me  "boy" 
Hey,  don't  you  call 
Me  boy 

I  am  a  man,  not  a  boy 

Hey  you  boy,  yes,  you  boy 
Don't  call  me  boy 
I  was  a  boy  at 
The  age  of  twelve 
They  still  call  me  boy 
At  the  age  of  thirty  five 

Turn  around  and  look 
At  me 
I  am  a  man 
Someone  has  to  stand 
Beside  me 

Amid  the  scenes  of  the  past 
My  mind  has  been  roving, 
How  certain,  I  was  that 
Nothing  in  this  life 
Could  change 

How.  or  why,  I  could  not  tell 

Turn  around  and  look  at  me 
I  said  look  at  me 
I'm  a  man,  not  a  boy 

Frank  Cru  third,  Jr. 


Sometimes  I  feel  so  old 
I  cry  before  sleeping 

tears  are  cold 
I  pray  on  awakening 

reality  is  ugly 
I  work  through  day 

rest  is  never 

Sometimes  I  feel  so  old 
I  see  my  father 

he  is  dying 
I  look  at  my  mother 
.  she  is  graying 
I  talk  to  my  sister 
she  is  unhearing 

Sometimes  I  feel  so  old 
I  love  my  man 

he  is  warm 
I  kiss  my  man 

he  is  sweet 
My  man  hurts  me 

love  is  untrue 

Sometimes  I  feel  so  old 
My  body  is  young 

I  feel  old 
My  mind  is  fighting 

I  feel  old 
I  have  known  life 

I  feel  old 

Sometimes  I  feel  so  old 
I  have  become  a 
Woman: 
I  am  old 
Old. 

Kay  Stanton 


EXPRESSIONS 
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CHICKEN  LITTLE 

No.  8  in  the  Inspiration  series 


I'd  like  to  expose 

Our  love 

No 

Not  give  a  damn  what 
People  think. 

I'd  like  to  shout 
And  run  down 
Georges  Hill  holding 
Your  hand 
Don't  care  what 
People  say. 

I'd  like  to  - 

To  build  a  world  apart 
From  petty  tales  &  meanness 
Laying  foundations  for  finer 
Truths,  ideals,  &  kindness 
Outlaw  cold  slave  tricks 
And 

Elect  you  my  King 

Clothing  you  in  Cancer  colors 

of  blue  &  silvered  white. 

I'd  like  to  praise  God's  name 
For  letting  summer  sunshine 
Sparkle  and  warm  us 
As  we  lay  on  blankets 
And  give-sharing  past  events. 

Instead  I  write  this  poem 
And  state  your  name 
Between  each  line  as  my 
Sweet  inspiration. 

(Knowing  love  exposed 

Would  surely  die 

Amid  lies  and  human  jealousies). 

And  wish  for  a  kiss,  again 
Stolen,  in  a  red-door  way 
On  a  city  street. 


Cheryl  White 


A  lesson  from  things 

I  said  to  the  flower:  Bloom! 

Take  advantage  of  this  gentle  month 

Crown  yourself  quietly 
What  matter  that  you  were  born 

on  the  humid  borders  of  the  realms  of  the  wind 

taste  the  flavor  of  spring. 

+  +  + 

I  said  to  the  bird:  Sing! 

For  the  flower  has  bloomed 

Come!  Charm!  Haunt!  ... 

the  plants  aching 

from  your  scented  breath 

if  necessary,  pay  court  to  the  lily, 

the  tulip,  the  scented  rose. 

+  +  + 

I  said  to  the  star,  Shine! 

Return  to  the  singing  sand 

for  the  flower,  allied  to 

the  dazzling  voices 

of  the  spring  birds 

outside  are  giving  a  concert 

never  to  be  heard  in  our  time. 

I  said  to  my  heart:  Love! 

as  the  pigeons  (and)  the  turtle-doves 

that  are  seen  nourished  with  eternal  love 

We  must  sweeten  ourselves  yes 

with  the  scent  of  these  women 

they  are  useful  sometimes 

even  when  infamous 

Have  they  heard  me?  I  think  so 

But  the  flowers  have  stopped  blooming 

and  the  bird  still  sings. 

Its  voice  ... 

without  effort  charms 

the  half-faded  rose 

and  my  gloomy  heart 

calls  its  loved  one. 


A  Thought  For  Today 

Faith  is  walking  to  the  edge 
of  all  the  light  you  have  and 
taking  one  more  step. 

-Pate 


I  hear 
the  sound 
of  cars 
as  they 
wiz  by 
But  ... 
I  hear 
the  voices 
of  people 
as  they 
walk  by 
But  ... 
I  hear 
(he  sound 
of  a  siren 
and  as 
it's  slowing 
in  front 
of  my  door 
I  can't 
understand 
why 
it  could 

have  happened. 
But  ... 
who  ever 
does  know  - 
Why? 


A  Sleepless  Night 


Theresa  C.  Pltter 


death  poem  at  24 
(if  I  go  suddenly) 

and  at  twenty-four 
i  have 
prematurely 
begun  my  moving-on 
a  cobwebbed  soul 
dying  of  over  age 
an  empty  heart 
ladden 

with  rigor  mortis 
&  dust 
hidden 

behind  action  deeds 
but 

quickly  disolving 
like  a 

solitary  raindrop 

on  a  hot  ghetto  street 

there  is 

increasingly  less 
to  ask  of  life 
&  the  living 

but  to  place  blazed  trails 
before  my  progeny 
a  beacon 

toward  correct  thinking 
&  manifesting 
nation  dreams 
that  they  make  it 
farther  than  me 
but 

tell  them 

I  DID  SOMETHING 
criticized  for  approach 
in  the  last  day 
it  will  happen  to  all 
we  o.d.  on  life 
feeling  too  much 
overloading  mind  circuits 
snow-blinding  our  senses 
dying 
because 

living  &  understanding 

come  too  easy 

for  many 

it  never  comes 

others  are  born  with  it 

my  son  beware 

of  specialists  &  experts 

blind  men 

licensed  to  walk 

without  seeing-eye  dogs 

killers 

of  your  father. 


Paultre  DesRosiers 


Iaiaa 
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commentary : 

The 

Welsing- 

Shockley 

debate 

by  Dorcas  Shriro 
Onyx  Correspondent 

Black  Journal's  televised 
debate  between  Dr.  Francis 
Welsing,  Professor  of 
Psychiatry  at  Howard 
University's  College  of 
Medicine;  and  Dr.  William 
Shockley,  Professor  of  Physics 
at  Stanford  University  on 
Black  or  White  Superiority, 
aired  February  19th  on 
Channel  two  was  a  very 
thought  provoking  presen- 
tation. 

Dr.  Shockley  began  the 
debate  by  vehemently  denying 
that  he  was  a  "racist,"  then 
proceeded  to  explain  his 
"theory  of  dysgenics." 
Shockley's  theory  calls  for 
the  "downbreeding,"  or, 
significantly  limiting  the 
reproduction  patterns  of 
certain  segments  of  the 
population  in  this  country, 
specifically  low  income  Black 
people.  His  theory  which  also 
claims  that  Black  people  are 
genetically  inferior  to  whites 
emphasizes  "that  the  major 
cause  of  the  American  Negro's 
intellectual  and  social  deficit 
is  hereditary  and  is  therefore 
not  remediable  to  a  major 
degree  by  practical  im- 
provements in  the  en- 
vironment." 

Shockley  is  saying,  outright, 
that  Black  people  are  innately 
inferior  to  whites  both  in- 
tellectually and  socially  due  to 
genetic  factors  in  their 
hereditary  make-up.  En- 
vironmental conditions  are 
excluded.  To  eliminate  this  so 
called  "bad  blood,"  Shockley 
suggests  providing  a  bonus  or 
gift  to  genetically  inferior 
individuals  who  voluntarily 
agree  to  become  sterilized. 
Although  Shockley  states  in 
his  proposal  that  this 
voluntary  sterilization  process 
would  apply  to  all  genetically 
inferior  individuals  "regar- 
dless of  sex,  race,  or  welfare 
status,"  it's  quite  obvious  from 
his  racial  inferiority  theory 
that  his  proposal  is  specifically 
geared  to  potential  black 
parents. 

While  presenting  his  theory, 
however,  Shockley  was  ex- 
tremely vague  and 
deliberately  maintained  a 
high-powered  scientific 
vocabulary  that  would  only 
serve  to  confuse  the  viewing 
audience.  In  addition,  he 
blantantly  avoided  discussing 
any  clear-cut  reasons  for  his 
racial  inferiority  theory  and 
the  only  concrete  evidence 
presented  was  his  own 
selected  charts  and  statistics. 

Considering  the  impact  and 
implications  of  such  a 
proposal  and  the  basis  of  his 
theory,  it  is  obvious  that  Black 
people  desperately  need  well- 
informed  leaders  to  attack  and 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


by  Ted  Thomas 
Onyx  Staff 

Gorilla,  My  Love,  by  Toni 
Cade  Bambara.  Random 
House.  N.Y.,  159  pp.,  $1.25 
and  When  He  Was  Free  and 
Young  and  He  Used  To  Wear 
Silks,  by  Austin  Clarke.  Little. 
Brown  and  Company,  Boston 
and  Toronto,  243  pp.,  $2.95. 
•  •  • 

So,  thanks  to  the  mountains 
of  statistical  data  gathered  by 
the  armies  of  sociologists  and 
psychologists,  and  the  per- 
sonal testimony  of  Black 
children  and  adults  found  in 
books  such  as  The  Me  Nobody 
Knows  and  Black  Suicide,  the 
world  has  been  supplied  with 
ample  evidence  that  says: 
"Growing  up  Black  in 
America  and  elsewhere  ain't 
necessarily  easy." 

Yet,  the  data  gathered  by 
sociologists  and  psychologists, 
many  of  whom  are  white,  is 
lacking  in  many  respects. 
When  all  of  the  "field  work"  is 
done  and  the  "findings"  are 
compiled  what  is  left  are  cold, 
hard  lifeless  "results".  What 
fails  to  be  recorded  is  the 
nitty-gritty  emotional  con- 
sequences of  what  it  means  to 
be  young  and  Black  and  living 
in  America  or  Barbados  or 
wherever. 

But  growing  up  Black  and 
the  tramatic  experience  of 
discovering  racism  at  an  age 
when,  in  theory  at  least,  you 
should  be  discovering  your 
own  personality  has  not  gone 
unrecorded.  Black  writers,  for 
decades,  have  been  writing 
about  the  shattering  ex- 
perience of  first  finding  that 
"it  is  because  of  my  color  that 
I  am  despised"  by  white 
people.  James  Baldwin, 
Richard  Wright,  Wallace 
Thurman  and  others  have 
written  brilliantly  on  the 
subject. 

Now,  two  other  Black 
writers  have  told  the  same 
story  but  with  new  and  fresh 
qualities.  Tony  Cade  Bam- 
bara, who  authored  The 
Junior  Case  Book  On  Racism, 
has  delivered  a  series  of  short 
stories  on  growing  up  Black  in 
her  revealing  book.  Gorilla, 
My  Love. 

Though  some  of  the  stories 
are  about  Black  adults,  the 
most  remembered  characters 
are  found  in  the  stories  that 
deal  with  Black  children. 
There  is  a  particular  quality 
about  Hazel,  the  little  girl 
found  in  the  title  story,  that 
reaches  out  and  grabs  your 
most  protected  emotions.  It 
doesn't  take  long  to  realize 
that  it  is  because  Hazel, 
though  a  child,  is  at  the  same 
time  a  woman. 

Little  Hazel,  who  at  an  early 
age  has  already  learned  to 
defy  outside  authority  and 
who  has  the  "run-down"  on 
the  adult  members  of  her 
family.  Hazel,  who  is  straddled 
with  the  responsibility  of 
canng  for  a  retarded  older 
brother  and  who  has  taken  it 
upon  herself  to  protect  his 
emotions  from  the  thorns  of 
the  "neighborhood  kids"  who 
"make  fun  of  the  shape  of  his 
head." 

I  he  sociologists  would  feel 
pity.  "A  little  girl  should  be 
playing  with  a  tiny-tears  doll, 
not  caring  for  a  retarded  older 


brother,"  they  would  exclaim. 
They  would  feel  pity,  too.  for 
little  Ollie,  who  on  her  bir- 
thday cannot  find  anyone  to 
say  "happy  birthday  Ollie." 
Even  her  best  friend,  a  Black 
man  named  Peter  Proper  who 
stayed  "naturally  clean,"  is  so 
high  from  drugs  he  doesn't 
even  understand  her  when  she 
screams  at  him:  "Wish  me 
happy  birthday." 

But  both  Hazel  and  Ollie 
would  turn  away  from  the  pity 
that  social  scientists  would 
hold  out  to  them.  The  world 
has  already  taught  them  at  an 
early  age  that  too  much  pity  is 
loo  little  strength.  And,  of 
course,  the  larger  question  of 
racism  looms  in  the 
background  when,  in  another 
story,  a  young  boy  becomes 
"disturbed"  after  a  con- 
frontation with  the  police.  So, 
Hazel  fights  for  her  retarded 
brother  at  the  drop  of  a  hat 
and  Ollie  leaves  Peter  Proper 
nodding  on  a  roof  and  runs 
onto  the  street  where  a  flock 
of  pigeons  have  landed.  Ollie 
tells  the  pigeons:  "Wish  me 
happy  birthday.  Better  wish 
me  happy  birthday  or 
somebody  around  here  is 
gonna  get  wasted." 

When  He  Was  Free  And 
Young  And  He  Used  To  Wear 
Silk,  by  Austin  Clarke,  was 
written  in  the  same  basic  style 
as  Gorilla,  My  Love.  The  book 
is  made  up  of  11  short  stories 
that,  for  the  most  part,  focus 
on  young  Black  adults  who 
have  emigrated  from  Bar- 
bados to  Canada  to  the  United 
States. 

The  book,  when  taken  as  a 
whole,  is  one  gigantic  love 
story  in  Black.  If  Gorilla,  My 
Love  reveals  in  various  ways 
the  awakening  of  Black 
children  to  racism  in  the  U.S.. 
then  Clarke's  book  tells  us 
what  it  is  like  after  the 
awakening.  After  the  initial 
shock  is  over  and  one  realizes 
that  one  is  Black,  and  that 
others  are  white  and  (in  spite 
of  contrary  beliefs)  one  still 
has  the  capacity  to  love  his 
own  women  and  drink  rum 
and  raise  a  family. 

Clarke's  book,  too,  while 
dealing  in  the  main  with 
Barbadians,  nevertheless 
skillfully  shows  how  there  is 
hardly  any  difference 
(geography  excluded)  in 
coming  of  age  in  Barbados 
and  coming  of  age  in  Roxbury. 

Sometimes  using  humor  and. 
other  times  complex  romantic 
patterns  Clarke  illustrates  for 
us  the  "hardships"  Blacks  who 
have  emigrated  from  the 
islands  to  the  "good  land" 
face.  It  was  intorable  con- 
ditions and  "the  promise  of 
America"  that  drove  them 
from  their  islands  in  the  first 
place.  But  once  in  America  a 
sad  shock  awaited  them. 
Racism.  The  same  racist 
conditions  Black  Barbadians 
sought  to  escape  "at  home." 

There  are  parallels  found 
throughout  the  book.  For 
example,  in  one  story  The 
Motor  Car.  a  young  Black 
Barbadian  emigrates  to 
Canada  with  the  image  of 
owning  a  red  "motto  car" 
entrenched  in  his  mind.  And. 
ol  course,  a  woman  suitable 
enough  to  ride  in  his  new  car. 
The  young  man.  Willie,  gets 
his  car;  his  suitable  woman,  a 


Canadian  red-head;  and  he 
buys  himself  a  red  suit  to 
match  his  car.  It  would  be  a 
mistake  to  say  that  brothers 
from  the  islands  like  flashy 
cars  and  white  women  and 
then  dismiss  Willie  as  a  typical 
example  of  what  happens 
once  West  Indian  men  leave 
their  country.  It  would  be  a 
mistake  because  .some 
American  born  Black  men  do 
the  same  thing.  Perhaps,  it  is 
the  racist  idea  (that  Black  men 
have  been  programmed  to 
believe)  put  forth  by  some 
which  says  some  women  are 
belter  than  others. 

Clark  tells  us  in  The  Motor 
Car  "Hey,  African-Americans 
before  you  throw  stones  make 
sure  you  don't  live  in  a  glass 
house.  Before  you  say  that 
Willie  is  "jive"  make  sure  that 
there  are  no  blonde  hairs  on 
your  own  shoulders." 

The  best  stories  in  the  book, 
however,  are  about  Black 
people  in  love  with  other 
Black  people. 

In  Her  Name  Was  Reggina. 
the  complex  emotional 
problems  that  one  faces  when 
one  has  fallen  in  love  with 
another  (who  is  married)  are 
explored.  There  is  tragedy 
looming  overhead  when  one 
falls  in  love  with  someone  he 
would,  logically,  prefer  not  to 
love.  Yet,  we  have  little 
control  over  the  selection  of 
the  one  we  will  ultimately 
love.  There  is,  to  be  sure,  the 
scant  possibility  that  after 
some  time  one  can  "grow"  to 
love  another.  But  it  is,  at  best, 
a  mere  possibility  and  one 
which  reeks  of  convenience. 
And,  when  looked  at  closely. 


is  not  the  same  thing  as  loving 
someone  for  no  apparent 
reason. 


Thus,  when  the  male 
character  in  the  story  finds 
himself  in  love  with  this 
woman  --  this  beautiful 
Reggina  who  belonged  to 
another  man  -  he  is  terrified 
because  "it  was  against  all 
logic  that  she  should  be  the 
one  I  would  love;  and  did  in 
fact  love." 

To  make  the  horror  of 
finding  yourself  in  love  with 
another  man's  woman  that 
much  more  acute  two 
ingredients  can  be  added: 
Firstly,  she  returns  your  love, 
and  Secondly,  you  find  out 
that  she  has  had  (and  still  is 
having)  relationships  with 
several  other  men. 

Now,  the  stage  is  set  and 
people  can  begin  to  hate  and 
wish  to  destroy  that  which  was 
only  yesterday  the  reason  for 
deepest  affection. 

The  story  is  powerful  and 
Clarke  reminds  us  that  Black 
men  will  ultimately  love  Black 
women,  whatever  the  cir- 
cumstances. They  will  love  the 
souls  of  the  Black  women; 
their  hair;  and  their  bodies. 
Because,  as  the  male 
character  asserts:  "I  had  come 
to  idolize  (the  Black  Woman's 
body)  merely  because  it  was 
Black  ...  in  those  days  when 
first  I  met  her  like  meeting 
bait,  which  said  everything 
that  was  really  beautiful  was 
Black." 
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